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Perki ns, Wittington To: Public Health and
Vel fare
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 456

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DI RECT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES TO ESTABLI SH A UNI FORM
MONTHLY PAYMENT SCHEDULE FOR CHI LDREN PLACED IN I TS CUSTODY FOR
EACH TYPE OF PROVI DER;, TO REQUI RE THOSE PAYMENTS TO BE EQUAL FOR
EACH PROVI DER BASED UPON THE LEVEL OF SERVI CES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-15-17. (1) The State Departnent of Human Services is
aut hori zed to nake such paynents as nay be appropriate for
supportive services to facilitate either the return of children to
their natural parents or their adoption, dependi ng upon and

contingent upon the availability of the departnent's securing or

havi ng sufficient funds to render this supportive service. Upon
court order, the parent(s) shall be responsible for reinbursing
the departnent for any foster care paynments made on behalf of his
or her child, based upon financial ability to pay, until such tine
as there is a termnation of parental rights regarding the child,
or the child is adopted.

(2) For those children placed in foster care by the state or
county departnents of human services, the departnent shall make

nont hly paynents for the support of these children's room and
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board, clothing, allowance and personal needs. From and after
July 1, 1998, and subject to the availability of funds

specifically appropriated therefor, the departnent's foster care

and therapeutic care nonthly paynent schedule in effect before
that date shall be increased by One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) per
nonth, with the m ni num paynent not to preclude the departnent
fromincreasing paynents in subsequent years as funds becone
avai lable. Fromand after July 1, 1998, in order for foster
parents to receive the nonthly paynents authorized under this
subsection (2), the departnment * * * shall require foster care
pl acenents to be licensed as foster care hones and shall require
prospective foster parents to satisfactorily conplete an
appropriate training program which enphasi zes the goal of the
foster care programto provide stable foster placenent until a
per manency out cone is achieved.

(3) Fromand after July 1, 2000, the departnent shall define

the types of child care providers contracting with the departnent

for services to children placed in its custody, and shal

establish a uni formnonthly paynent schedul e per child for each

type of provider. Fromand after July 1, 2000, the nonthly

paynents to all providers shall be the sane for each child

receiving the sane |l evel of services.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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