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HOUSE BI LL NO. 426

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-573, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON OF A UNI FORM AFFI DAVI T BALLOT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-573, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-573. Any person whose nane does not appear upon the
pol | books shall be permtted to vote in an election; but if any
person offering to vote in any el ection whose name does not appear
upon the poll book shall meke affidavit before one (1) of the
managers of election in witing that he is entitled to vote, or
that he has been illegally denied registration, his vote may be
prepared by himand handed to the proper election officer who
shall enclose the same in an envelope with the witten affidavit

of the voter, * * * seal the envel ope and mark plainly upon it the

nane of the person offering to vote. The Secretary of State shal

devel op a uniformaffidavit to be used throughout the state for

the purposes of this section. The affidavit nust include the

conplete nane, all required addresses and tel ephone nunbers, and

the signature of the affiant, and nust include the signature of

one (1) of the election managers. A separate reqister shall be
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mai ntai ned for affidavit ballots, and the affiant shall sign the

reqgi ster upon conpleting an affidavit under this section. In

canvassing the returns of the election, the executive conmttee in

primary el ections, or the election conmm ssioners, in a general

el ection, * * * shall exam ne the records and allow the ballot to
be counted, or not counted, as it appears to be |egal.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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