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HOUSE BI LL NO. 417
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-309, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE FI LI NG DEADLI NE FOR MUNI CI PAL CANDI DATES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPGSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-309, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD1]

23-15-309. (1) Nomnations for all nunicipal officers which
are elective shall be nmade at a primary election, or elections, to
be held in the manner prescribed by law. All persons desiring to
be candi dates for the nomnation in the primary el ections shal

first pay Ten Dollars ($10.00) to the clerk of the municipality,

at least sixty (60) days prior to the first primary el ection, no

later than 5:00 p.m on such deadline day.

(2) The fee paid pursuant to subsection (1) of this section
shal | be acconpanied by a witten statenent containing the nane
and address of the candidate, the party with which he is
affiliated, and the office for which he is a candi date.

(3) The clerk shall pronmptly receipt the paynent, stating
the office for which the person naking the paynent is running and
the political party with which such person is affiliated. The
clerk shall keep an item zed account in detail showing the tine
and date of the receipt of such paynment received by him from whom
such paynent was received, the party with which such person is
affiliated, and for what office the person paying the fee is a
candi date. The clerk shall pronmptly supply all necessary

i nformati on and pay over all fees so received to the secretary of
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t he proper nmunicipal executive commttee. Such funds nay be used
and di sbursed in the same nmanner as is allowed in Section
23-15-299 in regard to other executive commttees.

(4) Upon receipt of the above information, the proper
muni ci pal executive conmttee shall then determ ne whether or not
each candidate is a qualified elector, and whether any candi date
has been convicted of any crine listed in Section 241, M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890, or is a fugitive fromjustice fromthis
state or any other state and such charge upon which a candi date
has fled has not been dism ssed. |f the proper munici pal
executive conmttee finds that a candidate is not a qualified
el ector, or that such candi date has been convicted of a felony and
not pardoned nor has served his sentence, or is a fugitive from
justice as aforesaid, then the nane of such candi date shall not be
pl aced upon the ball ot.

(5) Were there is but one (1) candidate, the proper
muni ci pal executive conmttee when the time has expired within
whi ch the nanmes of candi dates shall be furnished shall declare
such candi date the nom nee.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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