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HOUSE BI LL NO. 406

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-37-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROH BI T POSSESSI ON OF REPLI CAS OF WEAPONS ON EDUCATI ONAL
PROPERTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-37-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-37-17. (1) The following definitions apply to this
section:

(a) "Educational property” shall mean any public or
private school building or bus, public or private school canpus,
grounds, recreational area, athletic field, or other property
owned, used or operated by any | ocal school board, school, college
or university board of trustees, or directors for the
adm ni stration of any public or private educational institution or
during a school related activity; provided however, that the term
"educational property"” shall not include any sixteenth section
school land or lieu land on which is not |ocated a school
bui | di ng, school canpus, recreational area or athletic field.

(b) "Student" shall nmean a person enrolled in a public
or private school, college or university, or a person who has been

suspended or expelled within the last five (5) years froma public
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or private school, college or university, whether the person is an
adult or a mnor.

(c) "Switchblade knife" shall nmean a knife containing a
bl ade or bl ades which open automatically by the rel ease of a
spring or a simlar contrivance.

(d) "Weapon" shall nean any device enunerated in
subsection (2) or (4) of this section.

(2) It shall be a felony for any person to possess or carry,

whet her openly or conceal ed, any gun, rifle, pistol or other

firearmof any kind, or any replica thereof, or any dynamte

cartridge, bonb, grenade, mne or powerful explosive on
educational property. However, this subsection does not apply to
a BB gun, air rifle or air pistol. Any person violating this
subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction
t hereof, shall be fined not nore than Five Thousand Dol | ars
($5,000.00), or comitted to the custody of the State Departnent
of Corrections for not nore than three (3) years, or both.

(3) It shall be a felony for any person to cause, encourage
or aid a mnor who is less than eighteen (18) years old to possess
or carry, whether openly or conceal ed, any gun, rifle, pistol or

other firearmof any kind, or any replica thereof, or any dynamte

cartridge, bonb, grenade, mne or powerful explosive on
educational property. However, this subsection does not apply to
a BB gun, air rifle or air pistol. Any person violating this
subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction
t hereof, shall be fined not nore than Five Thousand Dol | ars
($5,000.00), or comitted to the custody of the State Departnent
of Corrections for not nore than three (3) years, or both.

(4) It shall be a m sdenmeanor for any person to possess or
carry, whether openly or conceal ed, any BB gun, air rifle, air

pi stol, bow e knife, dirk, dagger, slingshot, |eaded cane,
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swi t chbl ade knife, blackjack, netallic knuckles, razors and razor
bl ades (except solely for personal shaving), and any sharp-poi nted
or edged instrunment except instructional supplies, unaltered nai
files and clips and tools used solely for preparation of food,

i nstruction and nai nt enance on educati onal property. Any person
violating this subsection shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not nore than One Thousand
Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), or be inprisoned not exceeding six (6)

nont hs, or both.

(5) It shall be a mi sdemeanor for any person to cause,
encourage or aid a mnor who is |less than eighteen (18) years old
to possess or carry, whether openly or conceal ed, any BB gun, air
rifle, air pistol, bow e knife, dirk, dagger, slingshot, |eaded
cane, sw tchbl ade, knife, blackjack, nmetallic knuckles, razors and
razor bl ades (except solely for personal shaving) and any
shar p- poi nted or edged instrument except instructional supplies,
unaltered nail files and clips and tools used solely for
preparation of food, instruction and mai ntenance on educati onal
property. Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of
a m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not
more than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), or be inprisoned not
exceedi ng six (6) nonths, or both.

(6) It shall not be a violation of this section for any
person to possess or carry, whether openly or conceal ed, any gun,
rifle, pistol or other firearm of any kind on educational property
if:

(a) The person is not a student attending school on any

educat i onal property;
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(b) The firearmis within a notor vehicle; and

(c) The person does not brandish, exhibit or display
the firearmin any carel ess, angry or threatening nanner.

(7) This section shall not apply to:

(a) A weapon used solely for educational or
school - sancti oned cerenoni al purposes, or used in a
school - approved program conducted under the supervision of an
adul t whose supervision has been approved by the school authority;

(b) Arned Forces personnel of the United States,
officers and soldiers of the mlitia and National Guard, |aw
enf orcenment personnel, any private police enployed by an
educational institution, State MIlitia or Energency Managenent
Corps and any guard or patrolman in a state or nunicipa
institution, when acting in the discharge of their official
duti es;

(c) Hone schools as defined in the conpul sory school
attendance | aw, Section 37-13-91,

(d) Conpetitors while participating in organized
shooti ng events;

(e) Any person as authorized in Section 97-37-7 while
in the performance of his official duties;

(f) Any nmail carrier while in the performance of his
official duties; or

(g) Any weapon not prescribed by Section 97-37-1 which
is in a notor vehicle under the control of a parent, guardi an or
custodi an, as defined in Section 43-21-105, which is used to bring
or pick up a student at a school building, school property or

school functi on.
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(8) Al schools shall post
provi sions of this section.
SECTION 2. This act shal

and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 406
00\ HRO3\ R465
PAGE 5

in public view a copy of the

take effect and be in force from



