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Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 399

AN ACT TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND I N THE STATE TREASURY TO BE
KNOMW AS THE " STATE Al D ROAD CONSTRUCTI ON SUPPLEMENTAL FUND'; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE FI SCAL OFFI CER SHALL TRANSFER THE SUM OF
$25, 000, 000. 00 ANNUALLY FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND TO THE SPECI AL
FUND DURI NG FI SCAL YEARS 2001 THROUGH 2005; TO PROVI DE THAT MONI ES
IN THE SPECI AL FUND SHALL BE ALLOCATED EQUALLY TO EACH OF THE
COUNTI ES AND MAY BE EXPENDED I'N THE SAVE MANNER AND SUBJECT TO THE
SAME CONDI TI ONS AS OTHER STATE Al D FUNDS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
65-9-17, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

special fund to be designated as the "State Al d Road Construction
Suppl enental Fund." The State Fiscal Oficer shall transfer the
sum of Twenty-five MIIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00) annually from
the State General Fund to the special fund during fiscal years
2001 through 2005. The transfers shall be made in four (4) equal
quarterly paynents each fiscal year, with the first paynment in
each fiscal year to be nade on July 1.

(2) Such nonies as are deposited in the fund under the
provi sions of this section, upon |egislative appropriation, shal
be allocated and distributed to and may be expended by the several
counties of the state in the manner and procedure and in
accordance with the sanme conditions as prescribed for the

al l ocati on and expenditure of other State A d funds under Chapter
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9 of Title 65, Mssissippi Code of 1972. However, the State A d
Engi neer shall allocate nonies in the State Aid Road Construction
Suppl enental Fund equally to each of the counties and may not
deduct adm nistrative expenses for the Ofice of State Al d Road
Construction fromany of the nonies in the special fund.
Unexpended anounts remaining in the special fund at the end of a
fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any
interest earned on anounts in the special fund shall be deposited
to the credit of the special fund.

SECTION 2. Section 65-9-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-9-17. (1) Wen any county shall have net the
requi renents of this chapter and shall have becone eligible for
state aid, the State Aid Engineer, as soon as practicable, shal
notify such county in witing of such eligibility and that its
proportionate part of any state funds allocated to it for state
aid may be utilized for construction in the manner provi ded by
| aw, and such notice shall also be given in witing to the
Department of Finance and Adm nistration and to the State
Treasurer.

(2) State aid funds shall be allocated to each county for
use on state aid systemroads in accordance with the provisions of

Section 27-65-75 and Section 1 of House Bill No. , 2000 Requl ar

Sessi on.

(3) State aid funds may be credited to a county in advance
of the normal accrual to finance certain state aid inprovenents,
subject to the approval of the State A d Engi neer and subj ect
further to the following Iimtations:

(a) That the maxi num anount of state aid funds that may
be advanced to any county shall not exceed ninety percent (90% of

the state aid funds estimted to accrue to such county during the
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remai nder of the termof office of the board of supervisors of
such county.

(b) That no advance credit of funds will be nade to any
county when the unobligated balance in the State Ald Road Fund is
| ess than One MIlion Dollars ($1, 000, 000.00).

(c) That such advance crediting of funds be effected by
the State Aid Engineer at the tine of the approval of the plans
and specifications for the proposed inprovenents.

It is the intent of this provision to utilize to the fullest
practicabl e extent the bal ance of state aid funds on hand at al
tines.

(4) State aid funds shall be available to such county to the
following extent and in the foll ow ng manner:

(a) On state aid projects, other than those on or off
the federal aid secondary systemto be partially financed with
federal funds, state aid funds credited to such county in the
State Aid Road Fund shall be available to cover the cost of such
project. Upon the awarding of a contract for such state aid
project, the board of supervisors of any county will, by an
official order of the board, authorize the State Aid Engi neer to
set up the project fund for such project fromthat county's state
aid fund in the State Treasury. The anmount of the project fund
wi |l cover the estimated cost of the project, including the
contractor's paynents and any other costs authorized under this
chapter to be paid fromstate aid funds. Wthdrawals fromthe
project fund will be made by requisitions prepared by the State
Ai d Engi neer, based on estimates and ot her supporting statenents

and docunents prepared or approved by the county engi neer, such
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requi sitions, acconpani ed by such estimtes and statenents, to be
directed to the Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration, which
will issue warrants in paynent thereof. Requisitions nmay be drawn
to cover the final cost of the project accepted by the boards of
supervisors of the counties affected and the State A d Engi neer,
even though such cost exceeds the aforesaid estinmted project

fund. \Whenever, in the opinion of the State Aid Engineer, it
shoul d appear that any such estimate or statenent of account has
been inproperly allowed or that any road construction project is
not proceeding in accordance with the plans, specifications and
standards set up therefor, then, in such event, due notice in
writing shall be given the board of supervisors of such county and
the contractor on such project, if any, stating the reason why
such account should not have been all owed or why such project is
not progressing satisfactorily; and if, within thirty (30) days
fromthe date of such notice in witing, such error or default is
not corrected to the satisfaction of the State Ald Engi neer, al
state aid funds theretofore allocated to such eligible county
shall be inmrediately w thdrawn and notice given the Departnent of
Fi nance and Admi nistration and the State Treasurer that such
county has becone ineligible therefor. Such county shall renain
ineligible until it again becones eligible by satisfying the State
Aid Engineer as to its eligibility.

(b) On state aid projects on the federal aid secondary
system which are to be partially financed with federal funds,
state aid funds credited to such county in the State Aild Road Fund
shall be available to cover the sponsor's share of the cost of

such project. At the sane tinme, the State Treasurer, on order
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fromthe board of supervisors, shall transfer an anount up to one
hundred percent (100% of such cost fromthe credit of such county
in the State Ald Road Fund to the credit of such county in the
State H ghway Fund, earmarked for such project.

(c) State aid road funds credited to a county in the
State Ald Road Fund shall also be available to cover the sponsor's
cost of any other project of such county which is partially
financed with federal funds avail able through federal "safer
of f-systent road funds and/or other federal road funds all ocated
to the counties as provided for in accordance with Section
65-9-29(2). On order fromthe board of supervisors of such
county, the State Treasurer shall transfer an anpbunt up to one
hundred percent (100% of such cost fromthe credit of such county
in the State Ald Road Fund to the credit of such county in the
State H ghway Fund, earmarked for such project.

(d) Up to one-third (1/3) of state aid road funds
credited to a county in the State Aid Road Fund may be avail abl e
to match federal bridge replacenent nonies or other federal funds,
or both, to construct, replace, inspect or post bridges and to
conduct pavenent managenent surveys on county roads which are not
on the state aid system To inplenent such projects, the State
Treasurer shall, as requested in an order fromthe board of
supervi sors of the county, nmake transfers out of the credit of
such county in the State Aild Road Fund.

(5) The State Treasurer is hereby authorized to continue to

recei ve and deposit all funds fromthe federal governnent nade
avai lable by it, either by existing |aw or by any |aw which nay be

passed hereafter, to the credit of the State H ghway Fund, and the
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Treasurer shall notify the conmm ssion of the anpbunts so received.

Al'l accounts agai nst the above-nentioned funds shall be
certified to by the Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, who shall request the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm nistration to issue its warrant on the State
Treasurer for the ampbunt of the accounts; and the Treasurer shal
pay sane if sufficient funds are available, all in the manner
prescri bed herein or as may be required by |aw.

(6) The board of supervisors of each county is hereby
aut hori zed and enpowered to pay funds into the State Treasury in
t he manner above set out, and to use and expend such funds for the
purposes set out in this chapter. For the purpose of providing
such funds, the board of supervisors is hereby authorized and
enpowered to use and expend any county road and bridge funds,
i ncl udi ng revenue received fromany gasoline taxes paid to such
county, or any funds available in the General Fund, or to issue
road and bridge bonds of such county in any |awful anmount in the
manner and net hod and subject to the restrictions, limtations and
conditions, and payable fromthe sanme sources of revenue, now
provi ded by | aw.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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