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By: Denny, Bow es To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 392

|_\

AN ACT TO PROHI BI' T PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS OR GOVERNMENTAL
2 UNTS OF THE STATE FROM SUI NG FI REARM5 OR WEAPON MANUFACTURERS; TO
3 PROVI DE EXCEPTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

4 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

5 SECTION 1. The Legislature declares that the | awful design,

6 marketing, distribution, manufacture, sale or transfer of

7 firearms, firearns conponents, ammunition or anmunition conponents
8 to the public is not unreasonably dangerous activity and does not
9 constitute a nuisance per se, and further finds that the unlawf ul
10 use of firearnms and anmunition, rather than their |awful design,
11 marketing, distribution, manufacture, sale or transfer is the

12 proximate cause of injuries arising fromtheir unlawful use.

13 SECTION 2. (1) The authority to bring suit and right to

14 recover against any firearm or anmunition manufacturer,

15  distributor, trade association or dealer by or on behalf of any

16 governnental unit created by or pursuant to an act of the

17 Legislature or the Constitution, or any departnent, agency, or

18 authority thereof, or any political subdivision of the state, for
19 damages, abatenent or injunctive relief resulting fromor relating
20 to the lawful design, marketing, distribution, manufacture, sale

21 or transfer of firearns, firearnms conponents, amunition or
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anmuni ti on conponents to the public shall be reserved exclusively
to the state.

(2) No action against any firearns or anmunition
manuf acturer, distributor, trade association or dealer shall be
brought wi thout the authorization of the Legislature by adoption
of a concurrent resolution or by enactnent of a |aw.

(3) This section shall not prohibit a political subdivision
or | ocal governnment authority from bringing an action against a
firearmor amunition manufacturer, distributor, trade association
or dealer for:

(a) Breach of contract or warranty as to firearns or
anmuni ti on purchased by the political subdivision or |ocal
government authority.

(b) Injuries resulting froma firearm mal functi on due
to defects in materials or worksnmanshi p.

SECTION 3. This act shall apply to any action pending on or
brought on or after the date this act becones effective.
SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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