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Apportionnment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 391

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-211, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE CANDI DATES FOR THE OFFI CE OF TRUSTEE OF A MUNI Cl PAL
SEPARATE SCHOOL DI STRICT OR A SPECI AL MUNI Cl PAL SEPARATE SCHOCL
DI STRICT TO FILE THEIR PETI TIONS WTH THE MUNI Cl PAL CLERK OR
ClRCU T CLERK; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-215, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO EXPAND THE HOURS THAT THE POLLS MJUST BE OPEN | N SUCH
ELECTI ONS; TO AMEND SECTION 37-7-217, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE ELECTI ON MANAGERS AND CLERKS TO ASSI ST | N SUCH
ELECTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[JUL]

37-7-211. Any person otherwi se eligible under the provisions
of subsection (1) of Section 37-7-203 who * * * desires to be a
candidate for the office of trustee nust qualify in the follow ng
manner in order to be allowed to be considered for election. At
| east forty (40) days before the election he shall file with the

clerk of the nunicipality in which the nunicipal separate school

district or the special nunicipal separate school district, as the

case nmay be, is situated a petition signed by not |ess than
twenty-five (25) qualified electors of the area represented by the
of fice which he seeks, either for a full termor an unexpired
term as the case may be, and an affidavit by the candi date

offering for election stating his qualifications; however, if the

H B. No. 391
00\ HRO3\ R13
PAGE 1



25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

person is a resident of the added territory outside the corporate

limts of the nunicipality, he shall file the requisite petition

and affidavit with the circuit clerk of the county. The petition

shall contain an affidavit certifying that all signatures are the
personal signatures of each person whose nanme appears on the
petition and that each person is a qualified elector. |If the

nmuni ci pal clerk or circuit clerk, as the case may be, determ nes

that the person desiring to be a candidate neets al

qualifications for holding the office of trustee, then no | ess

than thirty (30) days before the election, the nunicipal clerk or

circuit clerk shall present the nane of a the person as a

qualified candidate to the superintendent of the school district.

Unl ess the petition and affidavit required in this section

are filed not less than forty (40) days prior to the election, the
name of the candi date shall not be considered in the election, and
votes cast for any person who has failed to qualify shall not be
counted in the el ection.

If, after the tinme for candidates to file the petition and

affidavit provided for in this section, there is only one (1)

person to qualify for the office of trustee, then no election or
notice of election shall be necessary, and such person * * * |f
ot herwi se qualified, shall be declared elected without opposition.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-215, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[JU2]

37-7-215. (1) The following election procedure shall be
used in each school district in which there are I ess than three
t housand five hundred (3,500) qualified electors:

Al'l such elections shall be held on the first Saturday of
March of each year, and in such election the polls shall be opened
at 2 ppm and closed at 6 p.m for the first ballot. 1In the event

a runoff is necessary, such runoff shall be held two (2) weeks
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after the first Saturday of March. Al such elections shall be

hel d at the school house of such school district; if there is in
such school district an el enentary school building and a high
school building at different |ocations, then the election shall be
hel d at the high school building. 1In the event there are |ocated
in such district separate buildings at which such el ection may be
hel d under the provisions of this section, then the board of
trustees of such school district * * * by an order spread upon
its mnutes, shall designate the school building at which such

el ection shall be held, which * * * order shall be adopted not

|l ess than thirty (30) days prior to such el ection.

(2) The followi ng el ection procedure shall be used in each
school district in which there are three thousand five hundred
(3,500) qualified electors or nore:

Al'l such elections shall be held on the first Saturday of
March of each year, at such time and place as determ ned by the
board of trustees, and in such elections the polls shall be opened
for not less than three (3) hours for the first ballot. 1In the
event a runoff is necessary, such runoff shall be held two (2)

weeks after the first Saturday of March. Al such el ections shal

be held at a convenient place. The board of trustees of such
school district * * * by an order spread upon its mnutes, shall
designate the tine and place or places at which such el ection
shall be held, which order shall be adopted not less than thirty
(30) days prior to such el ection.

SECTION 3. Section 37-7-217, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[JU3]

37-7-217. The qualified electors of each school district
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operating under Section 37-7-215(1) shall nmeet at 1:30 p.m on the

date and at the place specified in that section, and the qualified

el ectors of each school district operating under Section

37-7-215(2) shall nmeet on the date specified in that section and

at the time and place or places specified by the board of trustees
of the school district. * * * At such neeting, the electors

shall * * * organize inmmediately by electing a chairman and a

secretary of the neeting and then shall * * * proceed to elect the
necessary nunber of trustees by secret witten ballot fromthe

| ist of candidates properly qualified. |If there is an election
for a full termand for an unexpired termor terns, such election
shal | be separately held and conducted. The person el ected

i Mmmedi ately shall * * * assune the duties of his office for the

full termif the electionis for the full term or for the

remai nder of the unexpired termif the election is for an
unexpired term The chairman and secretary of the neeting

shall * * * certify the results of the election to the

superi ntendent of the municipal separate or special municipal
separate school district, as the case nmay be, which * * *
certificate shall be delivered to such superintendent within five
(5) days following the election. |[If a person does not receive a
majority of the votes cast upon the first ballot, a runoff shal
be hel d between the two (2) persons receiving the highest nunber
of votes upon such first ballot. The runoff shall be held two (2)

weeks after the date of the initial election. A trustees

el ection shall not be discontinued or adjourned but * * * shall be

conpl eted upon the day specified for the el ection.

The superintendent of the school district may enpl oy el ection
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managers and clerks to assist in the election of trustees. Upon

the request of the superintendent, the comm ssioners of election

in the county in which the school district is situated shal

provide to the superintendent a list of those managers and cl erks

who are eligible to assist with the election. The school district

shall conpensate such el ection managers and clerks at the sane

rate the county is required by law to pay for such services.

SECTION 4. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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