M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Warren To: Educati on;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 384

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-92, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP A RI SK

3  ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE FOR STUDENTS REFERRED TO ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL

4 PROGRAMS, TO PRESCRI BE ADDI TI ONAL COVPONENTS THAT MJST BE | NCLUDED
5 I N ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAMS, TO REQUI RE PERSONNEL | N

6 ALTERNATI VE SCHOOLS TO BE TRAINED I N DI SCI PLI NE TECHNI QUES, AND TO
7 REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO SUBM T VARI QUS

8 REPORTS TO THE LEQ SLATURE CONCERNI NG ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAMS;
9 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
11 SECTION 1. Section 37-13-92, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

12 anended as foll ows:

13 37-13-92. (1) * * * The school boards of all school

14 districts shall establish, naintain and operate, in connection
15 wth the regular prograns of the school district, an alternative
16 school programfor, but not limted to, the follow ng categories
17 of conpul sory-school - age students:

18 (a) Any conpul sory-school -age child who has been

19 suspended for nore than ten (10) days or expelled from school,
20 except for any student expelled for possession of a weapon or

21 other felonious conduct;

22 (b) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such
23 alternative school based upon a docunmented need for placenent in

24 the alternative school programby the parent, |egal guardi an or
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cust odi an of such child due to disciplinary problens; and

(c) Any conpul sory-school -age child referred to such
alternative school program by the dispositive order of a
chancel |l or or youth court judge, with the consent of the
superintendent of the child' s school district.

(2) The principal or program adm nistrator of any such
alternative school programshall require verification fromthe
appropri ate gui dance counsel or of any such child referred to the
alternative school programregarding the suitability of such child
for attendance at the alternative school program Before a
student may be renoved to an alternative school education program
t he superintendent of the student's school district nust determ ne
that the witten and distributed disciplinary policy of the |ocal
district is being followed. The policy shall include standards
for:

(a) The renpval of a student to an alternative
education programthat will include a process of educational
review to devel op the student's individual instruction plan and
the evaluation at regular intervals of the student's educati onal
progress; the process shall include classroomteachers and/or
ot her appropriate professional personnel, as defined in the
district policy, to ensure a continuing educational program for
t he renoved student;

(b) The duration of alternative placenent; and

(c) The notification of parents or guardians, and their
appropriate inclusion in the renoval and eval uati on process, as
defined in the district policy. Nothing in this paragraph should
be defined in a manner to circunvent the principal's or the
superintendent's authority to renove a student to alternative
educati on.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a risk
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assessnent procedure and appropriate forns to be used with each

child referred to the alternative school program The risk

assessnent procedure shall include a review of the foll ow ng

i nfornation:

(a) The child's results on the npst recent standardi zed

tests;

(b) The child's grade | evel achievenent in readi ng and

mat hemati cs;

(c) Recommendations of the child' s teacher or teachers

concerning an individual instruction plan for the child; and

(d) A history of the child' s behavioral problens.

(4) The local school board or the superintendent shal
provi de for the continuing education of a student who has been
renmoved to an alternative school program

(5) A school district, inits discretion, may provide a
program of general educational devel opnent (GED) preparatory
instruction in the alternative school program However, any GED
preparation programoffered in an alternative school program nmust
be admi nistered in conpliance with the rules and regul ati ons
established for such prograns under Sections 37-35-1 through
37-35-11 and by the State Board for Conmmunity and Juni or Coll eges.
The school district may adm ni ster the General Educati onal
Devel opnent (GED) Testing Program under the policies and
gui delines of the GED Testing Service of the American Council on
Education in the alternative school programor may authorize the
test to be adm nistered through the comunity/junior college
district in which the alternative school is situated.

(6) Any such alternative school program operated under the
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authority of this section shall neet all appropriate accreditation
requi renents of the State Department of Educati on.

(7) The alternative school program may be held within such
school district or may be operated by two (2) or nore adjacent
school districts, pursuant to a contract approved by the State
Board of Education. Wen two (2) or nore school districts
contract to operate an alternative school program the school
board of a district designated to be the lead district shall serve
as the governing board of the alternative school program
Transportation for students attending the alternative school
program shall be the responsibility of the local school district.

The expense of establishing, maintaining and operating such
alternative school program nay be paid from funds contributed or
ot herwi se nade avail able to the school district for such purpose
or fromlocal district maintenance funds.

(8) The State Board of Education shall promul gate m ni num
gui delines for alternative school prograns. The guidelines shal
require, at a mininmnum the formulation of an individual
instruction plan for each student referred to the alternative
school program and, upon a determnation that it is in a student's
best interest for that student to receive general educational
devel opnment (CGED) preparatory instruction, that the |ocal school
board assign the student to a CGED preparatory program established
under subsection (5) of this section. The m ni mum guidelines for
alternative school prograns shall also require that the follow ng

conponents be nade available to students:

(a) Cear guidelines and procedures for placenent of

students into alternative education prograns which at a m ni num
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shal | prescribe due process procedures for disciplinary and
general educational devel opnent (GED) placenent;

(b) dear and consistent goals for students and
parents;

(c) Curricula addressing cultural and | earning style
di fferences;

(d) Direct supervision of all activities on a closed
canpus;

(e) Full-day attendance with a rigorous workl oad and
mnimal time off;

(f) Selection of programfrom options provided by the
| ocal school district, Division of Youth Services or the youth
court, including transfer to a community-based alternative school;

(g) Continual nonitoring and eval uation and formalized
passage fromone step or programto another;

(h) A notivated and culturally diverse staff;

(i) Counseling services for parents and students;

(j) Alcohol and drug treatnent, if needed;

(k) Socio-interaction analysis and intervention;

(1) Values clarification instruction;

(m__ Academi c and work goal s devel opnent;

(n) Intensive instruction in reading and nat hemati cs,

i f needed;

(o) Behavior nodification plans;

(p) Assistance fromother public agencies, as needed;

(q)  Mentoring;

(r) GCoals for returning to the ordinary cl assroom or

wor kf or ce;
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(s) Exit strateqy that includes a conplete report of

the outcome of a student's alternative program placenent for the

student's cumul ati ve school record;

(t) Continued nonitoring for no less than one (1) year

following rel ease fromthe progran

(u) Admnistrative and conmunity support for the
program and

(v) Cear procedures for annual alternative schoo
program revi ew and eval uati on.

(9) On request of a school district, the State Departnent of
Education shall provide the district informational material on
devel opi ng an alternative school programthat takes into
consideration size, wealth and existing facilities in determning
a program best suited to a district.

(10) Any conmpul sory-school -age child who becones involved in
any crimnal or violent behavior shall be renmoved from such
alternative school programand, if probable cause exists, a case
shall be referred to the youth court.

(11) The State Board of Education, in its discretion, nmay
exenpt not nore than four (4) school district alternative schoo
prograns in the state from any conpul sory standard of
accreditation for a period of three (3) years. During this
period, the State Departnment of Education shall conduct a study of
all alternative school progranms in the state, and on or before
January 1, 2000, shall devel op and promul gate accreditation
standards for all alternative school prograns, including any
recommendati ons for necessary legislation relating to such

alternative school prograns.
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(12) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a

programto assure that all personnel assigned to alternative

school prograns have had training in current discipline and

behavi or nodi fication techni gues to adequately address the

specific problens associated with students assigned to the

alternative school program |In addition, the departnent shal

devel op a recruitnent programto attract highly qualified and

highly notivated adm nistrators and teachers for alternative

school progranms, including the provision of salary supplenents as

i ncentives.

(13) The State Departnent of Education shall prepare a

report to be subnmitted to the Legislature in January of each year

on the status of each alternative school programin the state.

The report shall include, but not be limted to, the follow ng

i nfornati on:

(a) The nunber of students assigned to each alternative

school program

(b) Pertinent data on students as indicated on risk

assessnents;

(c) The nunber of personnel assigned to the alternative

school programs, including licensure, experience and training

| evel s;

(d) Progress reports, including specific

recommendati ons and problens with the alternative school prograns

whi ch need to be addressed; and

(e) Follow through data on students exiting the

alternative school prograns.

In addition, the initial report also shall include the
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feasibility of having each alternative school program desi gnated

or _conducted as a charter school, or managed according to charter

school concepts and procedures.

(14) The State Departnent of Education shall research the

opi nions of M ssissippi public school teachers concerning the

i npact _of inclusion on the discipline problens of nonspeci al

educati on cl assroom teachers. Based upon such research, the

depart nent shall prepare and subnmt a report of its findings to

the Legislature in January 2001.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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