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WArren To: Juvenil e Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 380

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE ESTABLI SHVMENT OF THE OFFI CE OF YOUTH
COURT ADM NI STRATOR, TO PRESCRI BE THE DUTI ES OF THE YOUTH COURT
ADM NI STRATOR;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-115, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PRESCRI BE THE DUTI ES OF THE YOUTH COURT | NTAKE OFFI CER
TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-21-119 AND 43-21-123, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT AND TO | NCLUDE
FUNDS APPROPRI ATED FOR THE OPERATI ON OF THE YOUTH COURT | N THE
CHANCERY BUDGET; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) The youth court judge may, in his

di scretion, establish the office of youth court adm nistrator by
an order entered on the mnutes of the court. |In the discretion
of the youth court judge, the position of youth court
adm nistrator nmay be a full-time or part-tinme position, and the
youth court admi nistrator may al so serve as the youth court intake
of ficer as established in Section 43-21-115. The youth court
adm ni strator shall be provided office space in the sane manner as
ot her county enpl oyees.
(2) It shall be the duty of the youth court adm nistrator

to:

(a) Performall nonjudicial tasks of the youth court,
ot her than those assigned to other youth court enployees;

(b) Miintain all statistical reports, issue case

nunbers, and be responsible for the conpletion of the tracking
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formns;

(c) Serve as liaison with the nmedia, the genera
public, |law enforcenent, attorneys, w tnesses and all other
interested parties;

(d) Provide general adm nistrative support for the
youth court judge and the youth court referee;

(e) Insure that all needed court files, evidence and
wi tnesses are before the court as and when needed, and to
personal | y appear at youth court hearings as directed by the
court; and

(f) Performother duties assigned by the youth court
j udge or youth court referee.

(3) The salary and other cost associated with the operation
of the office of the youth court adm nistrator shall be fixed on
order of the judge as provided in Section 43-21-123 and shall be
paid by the county or municipality, as the case may be, out of any
avai |l abl e funds budgeted for the youth court or from any avail abl e
state funds.

(4) For all travel required in the performance of official
duties, the youth court adm nistrator shall be paid m|eage by the
county at the sanme rate as provided for state enpl oyees in Section
25-3-41. The youth court admnistrator shall file a certificate
of m | eage expense incurred with the board of supervisors and
paynent of such expense shall be nade out of any avail abl e funds
budgeted for the youth court.

SECTION 2. Section 43-21-115, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-115. (1) In every youth court division the judge
shal | appoint as provided in Section 43-21-123 one or nore persons
to function as the intake unit for the youth court division. The

youth court intake officer shall performall duties specified by
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this chapter, including, but not linmted to:

(a) Receiving conplaints fromall |aw enforcenent
agenci es;

(b) Providing to the county attorney or youth court
prosecutor all information needed and necessary for the

preparation of pleadings and court filings;

(c) Delivering pleadings, filings and process to the

clerk of the youth court for filing;

(d) Serving as an additional process server for al

yout h court proceedings;

(e) Making prelininary inguiries, obtaining needed

personal information, and nmaking recomendati ons to the youth

court as to informal or fornmal adjudi cations; and

(f) Perform ng other duties assiqgned by the youth court

judge or youth court referee. In the discretion of the youth

court judge, the position of youth court intake officer nmay be a

full-tinme or part-tine position, and the youth court intake

officer nay also serve as the youth court adm nistrator as

established in Section 1 of this act. The youth court intake

officer shall be provided office space in the sane manner as ot her

county enployees. |If the person serving as the youth court intake

officer is not already a salaried public enployee, the salary for
such person shall be fixed on order of the judge as provided in
Section 43-21-123 and shall be paid by the county or nunicipality,
as the case nmay be, out of any avail able funds budgeted for the
youth court by the board of supervisors.

(2) For all travel required in the perfornmance of official

duties, the youth court intake officer shall be paid nil eage by
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84 the county at the sane rate as provided for state enployees in

85 Section 25-3-41. The youth court intake officer shall file a

86 certificate of m | eage expense incurred with the board of

87 supervisors and paynent of such expense shall be nmade out of any

88 available funds budgeted for the youth court.

89 SECTION 3. Section 43-21-119, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
90 anended as fol |l ows:

91 43-21-119. The youth court judge or his designee shal

92 appoint as provided in Section 43-21-123 sufficient personnel,

93 responsible to and under the control of the youth court, to carry
94 on the professional, clerical and other work of the youth court.
95 The cost of these persons appointed by the youth court shall be
96 paid as provided in Section 43-21-123 out of any avail able funds
97 budgeted for the youth court by the board of supervisors.

98 SECTION 4. Section 43-21-123, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
99 anended as fol | ows:

100 43-21-123. * * * (1) The board of supervisors, or the
101 nunicipal governing board where there is a mnunicipal youth court,
102 shall adequately provide funds for the operation of the youth
103 court division of the chancery court in conjunction with the

104 regular chancery court budget, or the county or famly courts

105 where said courts are constituted. The budget shall include any

106 funds specifically appropriated by the |l eqgislature for the

107 operation of the youth court or for enploynment of staff. In

108 preparation for said funding, on an annual basis at the tine
109 requested, the youth court judge or adm nistrator shall prepare
110 and submt to the board of supervisors, or the nunicipal governing

111 board of the youth court wherever the youth court is a nunicipal
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court, an annual budget which will identify the nunber, staff
position, title and anmount of annual or nonthly conpensation of
each position as well as provide for other expenditures necessary
to the functioning and operation of the youth court. Wen the
budget of the youth court or youth court judge is approved by the
board of supervisors or the governing authority of the

muni cipality, then the youth court or youth court judge may enpl oy
such persons as provided in the budget fromtine to tine.

(2) The board of supervisors of any county in which there is
| ocated a youth court, and the governing authority of any
municipality in which there is |ocated a municipal youth court,
are each authorized to reinburse the youth court judges and ot her
yout h court enpl oyees or personnel for reasonable travel and
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties and in
attendi ng educational neetings offering professional training to
such persons as budget ed.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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