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VAT en To: Juvenil e Justice;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 379

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE ESTABLI SHVMENT OF THE OFFI CE OF YOUTH
COURT ADM NI STRATOR, TO PRESCRI BE THE DUTI ES OF THE YOUTH COURT
ADM NI STRATOR; TO PROVI DE THAT YOUTH COURT ADM NI STRATORS ARE
EMPLOYEES OF THE ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CE OF COURTS WORKI NG AT THE
WLL AND PLEASURE OF THE YOUTH COURT JUDGE;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE OFFI CE OF YOUTH COURT ADM NI STRATOR FOR ANY
MUNI CI PAL YOUTH COURT FORMED PRI OR TO JANUARY 1, 1999; TO AVEND
SECTI ON 9-1-36, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE COUNTY COURT
JUDGES AMONG THOSE JUDGES FOR WHOM A STATE OFFI CE ALLOMNCE | S
PROVI DED, TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-123, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCLUDE REFEREES AND YOUTH COURT ADM NI STRATORS FOR THE
REI MBURSEMENT OF NECESSARY TRAVEL EXPENSES; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) In any county not having a county court or

famly court judge, the youth court judge may establish the Ofice
of Youth Court Adm nistrator by an order entered on the m nutes of
the court. The youth court admi nistrator nmay serve one or nore
youth courts provided that the youth courts are in the sane
chancery court district. 1In the discretion of the youth court

j udge, the position of youth court admnistrator may be a
full-time or part-tinme position, but shall not be filled by any
person who is currently enployed by the M ssissippi Departnent of
Human Servi ces. The youth court adm nistrator may serve as the
youth court intake officer as established in Section 43-21-115.

(2) It shall be the duty of the youth court adm nistrator
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to:

(a) Performall nonjudicial tasks of the youth court,
ot her than those assigned to other youth court enployees;

(b) Miintain all statistical reports, issue case
nunbers, and be responsible to provide the Adm nistrative Ofice
of the Courts all data concerning to the youth court served
i ncluding conpletion of all Admnistrative Ofice of the Courts
tracki ng forns;

(c) Serve as liaison with the nmedia, the genera
public, |law enforcenent, attorneys, w tnesses and all other
interested parties;

(d) Provide general adm nistrative support for the
yout h court judge;

(e) Insure that all needed court files, evidence and
wi tnesses are before the court as and when needed, and to
personal | y appear at youth court hearings as directed by the
court; and

(f) Performother duties assigned by the youth court
j udge.

(3) The salary and other cost associated with the operation
of the Ofice of the Youth Court Adm nistrator shall be fixed on
order of the judge as provided in Section 43-21-123.

SECTION 2. (1) In any county not having a county court or

famly court judge, the youth court judge may enpl oy a youth court
adm ni strator as set forth in Section 1 of this act. Each such
youth court judge that desires to enploy a youth court

adm ni strator shall make application to the Adm nistrative Ofice
of Courts. The administrative Ofice of Courts nust approve the
position, job description and salary before the position of youth
court adm nistrator may be filled. Upon approval by the

Adm nistrative O fice of Courts, the youth court judge or judges
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may appoi nt the youth court adm nistrator and each youth court

adm nistrator will work at the will and pleasure of the judge or

j udges who appointed thembut will be enployees of the

Adm nistrative O fice of Courts. Upon approval by the

Adm nistrative O fice of Courts, the appointnment of any youth
court adm nistrator shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on
the m nutes of the youth court. When a youth court adm nistrator
is appointed jointly by two (2) or nore youth court judges, the
order setting forth any appointnment shall be entered on the

m nut es of each participating youth court.

(2) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and
pronmul gate m ni mum qualifications for the position of youth court
adm ni strator.

(3) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall allocate from
t he support staff fund an anmount not to exceed Thirty thousand
Dol | ars ($30, 000. 00) per chancery court district for the
enpl oynment of one (1) or nore youth court administrators in the
chancery court district. Youth court adm nistrators shall receive
conpensati on pursuant to personnel policies established by the
Adm nistrative O fice of Courts. Such conpensation shall be based
on the nunmber of youth courts served, case |oads of youth courts
served, as well as other criteria devel oped by the Adm nistrative
O fice of Courts.

(4) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall allocate from
t he support staff fund an anmount not to exceed One Thousand N ne
Hundred Dol |l ars ($1, 900.00) per chancery court district for the
travel expenses of all youth court adm nistrators enployed in that

chancery court district.
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(5) For the purposes of this section, the followi ng terns
shal | have the nmeaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se:

(a) "Youth court judge" neans any chancel |l or serving as
the judge of a youth court of a county or another judge named by
t he seni or chancellor of that county or chancery court district.

(b) "Conpensation"” neans the gross salary plus al
anounts paid for benefits or otherwise as a result of enploynent
or as required by enploynent; provided, however, that only salary
earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anmpunts paid for
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

SECTION 3. Any city where the youth court division was

created as a division of the municipal court prior to January 1,
1999, pursuant to Section 43-21-107(4), may enploy a youth court
adm nistrator in the sane manner as prescribed in Sections 1 and 2
of this act for counties not having either a county court or
famly court judge. However, the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts
shall allocate fromthe support staff fund an anbunt not to exceed
Twel ve Thousand Dol | ars ($12, 000.00), for the conpensation of such
yout h court adm nistrator.

SECTION 4. Section 9-1-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[LH1]

9-1-36. (1) Each circuit judge, chancellor and county judge

shall receive an office operating all owance for the expenses of

operating the office of such judge, including retaining a | aw

H B. No. 379
00\ HRO3\ R821
PAGE 4



114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

clerk, legal research, stenographic help, stationery, stanps,
furniture, office equipnent, telephone, office rent and ot her
itens and expenditures necessary and incident to maintaining the
of fice of judge. Such allowance shall be paid only to the extent
of actual expenses incurred by any such judge as item zed and
certified by such judge to the Suprene Court and then in an anount
of Four Thousand Dol |l ars ($4, 000.00) per annum however, such
j udge may expend sums in excess thereof fromthe conpensation
ot herwi se provided for his office. No part of this expense or
al | omance shall be used to pay an official court reporter for
services rendered to said court.

(2) In addition to the anobunts provided for in subsection
(1), there is hereby created a separate office allowance fund for
t he purpose of providing support staff to judges. This fund shal
be managed by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(3) Each judge who desires to enploy support staff after
July 1, 1994, shall nake application to the Adm nistrative Ofice
of Courts by submtting to the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts a
proposed personnel plan setting forth what support staff is deened
necessary. Such plan nay be submtted by a single judge or by any
conbi nati on of judges desiring to share support staff. In the
process of the preparation of the plan, the judges, at their
request, may receive advice, suggestions, reconmendati ons and
ot her assistance fromthe Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts nust approve the positions, job
descriptions and sal aries before the positions nmay be filled. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall not approve any plan which

does not first require the expenditure of the funds in the support
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staff fund for conpensation of any of the support staff before
expenditure is authorized of county funds for that purpose. Upon
approval by the Administrative Ofice of Courts, the judge or

j udges may appoint the enpl oyees to the position or positions, and
each enpl oyee so appointed will work at the will and pl easure of

t he judge or judges who appointed himbut will be enployees of the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. Upon approval by the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the appointnment of any support
staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the m nutes
of the court. \When support staff is appointed jointly by two (2)
or nore judges, the order setting forth any appointnment shall be
entered on the mnutes of each participating court.

(4) The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and
pronul gate m ni mum qualifications for the certification of court
adm nistrators. Any court adm ni strator appointed on or after
Oct ober 1, 1996, shall be required to be certified by the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(5) Support staff shall receive conpensation pursuant to
personnel policies established by the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts; however, fromand after July 1, 1994, the Admi nistrative
Ofice of Courts shall allocate fromthe support staff fund an
amount of Forty Thousand Dol | ars ($40, 000. 00) per fiscal year
(July 1 through June 30) per judge for whom support staff is
approved for the funding of support staff assigned to a judge or
judges. Any enploynment pursuant to this subsection shall be
subj ect to the provisions of Section 25-1-53.

The Admi nistrative Ofice of Courts may approve expenditure

fromthe fund for additional equipnent for support staff appointed
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pursuant to this section in any year in which the allocation per
judge is sufficient to neet the equi pment expense after provision
for the conpensation of the support staff.

(6) For the purposes of this section, the followi ng terns
shal | have the nmeaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se:

(a) "Judges" neans circuit judges, chancellors and

county judges, or any conbination thereof;

(b) "Support staff” nmeans court adm nistrators, |aw
clerks, legal research assistants or secretaries, or any
conmbi nati on thereof, but shall not nmean school attendance
of ficers;

(c) "Conpensation" neans the gross salary plus al
anounts paid for benefits or otherwise as a result of enploynent
or as required by enploynent; provided, however, that only salary
earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anmpunts paid for
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

(7) Title to all tangible property, excepting stanps,
stationery and m nor expendable office supplies, procured with
funds aut horized by this section, shall be and forever remain in
the State of M ssissippi to be used by the circuit judge,

chancel l or or county judge during the termof his office and

thereafter by his successors.

(8) Any circuit judge, chancellor or county judge who did

not have a primary office provided by the county on March 1, 1988,
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shal | be allowed an additional Four Thousand Dol |l ars ($4, 000.00)
per annumto defray the actual expenses incurred by such circuit

judge, chancellor or county judge in maintaining an office;

however, any circuit judge, chancellor or county judge who had a

primary office provided by the county on March 1, 1988, and who
vacated the office space after such date for a legitimte reason
as determ ned by the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration,
shall be allowed the additional office expense all owance provided
under this subsection.

(9) The Suprene Court, through the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall submit to the Departnent of Finance and
Adm nistration the item zed and certified expenses for office
operating allowances that are directed to the court pursuant to
this section.

(10) The Suprenme Court, through the Admi nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall have the power to adopt rules and regul ations
regarding the adm nistration of the office operating all owance
aut hori zed pursuant to this section.

SECTION 5. Section 43-21-123, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-123. (1) Except for expenses provided by state funds
and/ or other nonies, the board of supervisors, or the nunicipal
governi ng board where there is a nunicipal youth court, shal
adequately provide funds for the operation of the youth court
di vision of the chancery court in conjunction with the regular
chancery court budget, or the county or famly courts where said
courts are constituted. |In preparation for said funding, on an

annual basis at the tinme requested, the youth court judge or
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adm ni strator shall prepare and submt to the board of

supervi sors, or the municipal governing board of the youth court
wherever the youth court is a municipal court, an annual budget
which will identify the nunber, staff position, title and anount
of annual or nonthly conpensation of each position as well as
provi de for other expenditures necessary to the functioning and
operation of the youth court. Wen the budget of the youth court
or youth court judge is approved by the board of supervisors of

t he governing authority of the nmunicipality, then the youth court
or youth court judge may enpl oy such persons as provided in the
budget fromtine to tine.

(2) Except for expenses provided by state funds and/or other

noni es, the board of supervisors of any county in which there is
| ocated a youth court, and the governing authority of any
municipality in which there is |ocated a municipal youth court,

are each authorized to reinburse the youth court judges, referees,

youth court administrators and other youth court enpl oyees or

personnel for reasonable travel and expenses incurred in the

performance of their duties and in attendi ng educati onal neetings

of fering professional training to such persons as budget ed.
SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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