M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Moak, Rotenberry, Reynolds, Eads, To: Ways and Means

Cl arke, Perkins, Coleman (65th)

OCO~NOUITARWNE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 280
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS
THAT DI SPLAY THE EMBLEM OF PUBLI C UNI VERSI TI ES LOCATED | N OTHER
STATES; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR
THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
| SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS I N SUPPORT OF THE M SSI SSI PPI
COMM SSI ON FOR VOLUNTEER SERVI CE; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR
SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL
FEES;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-55-29, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY THERETO, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE
LI CENSE TAGS TO CERTI FI ED EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI ANS; TO | MPOCSE
AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON
OF SUCH ADDI Tl ONAL FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE
LI CENSE TAGS I N SUPPORT OF ANl MAL CARE ORGANI ZATI ONS; TO | MPOSE AN
ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF
SUCH ADDI TI ONAL FEES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 69-15-9, M SS| SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETG TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF
DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS | N SUPPORT OF THE M SSI SSI PPl SO L AND
WATER CONSERVATI ON COMM SSI ON; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR
SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL
FEES;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE COF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS TO
MEMBERS OF Cl VI TAN | NTERNATI ONAL; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR
SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL
FEES;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS | N
SUPPCORT OF M SSI SSI PPl W LDLI FE REHABI LI TATI ON ORGANI ZATI ONS; TO
| MPCSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE
DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF
DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS TO MEMBERS OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SCORORI TY
AND ALPHA PH ALPHA FRATERNI TY; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR
SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL
FEES;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAGS | N
SUPPCORT OF THE M SSI SSI PPl SI ERRA CLUB; TO | MPCSE AN ADDI TI ONAL
FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH
ADDI TI ONAL FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE
TAGS | N SUPPORT OF DUCKS UNLIM TED, INC.; TO | MPOSE AN ADDI Tl ONAL
FEE FOR SUCH TAGS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH
ADDI TI ONAL FEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI CENSE PLATES OR TAGS TO OAMNERS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES WHO
HAVE OBTAI NED THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT | N THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERI CA
OR WHO HAVE RECEI VED THE H GHEST RANKI NG RECOGNI ZED BY THE G RL
SCAUTS OF AMERI CA; TO PRESCRI BE THE FORM OF SUCH TAGS OR PLATES;
TO ESTABLI SH THE FEE FOR SUCH TAGS OR PLATES; TO AUTHORI ZE A
DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG FOR PUBLI C SCHOOL TEACHERS; TO | MPCSE A
FEE THEREFOR, TO PROVI DE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR
VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAGS DI SPLAYI NG AN EMBLEM DESI GNED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF MARI NE RESOURCES; TO PROVI DE THAT A CERTAI N AMOUNT
OF THE FEES PAID FOR SUCH TAGS SHALL BE DEPOSI TED | NTO THE COASTAL
PRESERVE ACCOUNT W THI N THE SEAFOOD FUND; TO AMEND SECTI ON
49-15-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO ESTABLI SH THE COASTAL
PRESERVE ACCOUNT W THI N THE SEAFOOD FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT FUNDS I N
SUCH ACCOUNT SHALL BE UTI LI ZED FOR THE MANAGEMENT, | MPROVEMENT AND
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100

ACQUI SI TI ON OF COASTAL PRESERVES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56. 2,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF A

DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAG TO RETI RED LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFI CERS; TO AMEND SECTION 27-19-56.12, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO ALLOW ALL HONORABLY DI SCHARGED VETERANS TO PURCHASE DI STI NCTI VE
MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE PLATES FOR EACH VEHI CLE REGQ STERED IN HI S
NAMVE; TO REVI SE THE TYPES OF DOCUMENTS THAT MAY BE SUBM TTED FOR
EVI DENCE OF VETERAN SERVI CE BY THE APPLI CANT FOR THE DI STI NCTI VE
PLATE;, TO AMEND SECTION 27-19-56.5, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE SURVI VI NG SPOUSE OF A DECEASED PERSON WHO WAS | SSUED
A PURPLE HEART MEDAL DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG TO APPLY FOR OR
RETAI N SUCH DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG AND TO CONTI NUE ANNUALLY TO
RENEW REG STRATI ON FOR ONE SUCH MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE TAG FOR AS
LONG AS THE SPOUSE REMAI NS UNVARRI ED; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH

DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE TAG | SSUED TO A SURVI VI NG SPOUSE SHALL NOT BE
EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM AND PRI VI LEGE TAXES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE

| SSUANCE OF A DI STI NCTI VE TAG DI SPLAYI NG AN EMBLEM DESI GNED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND COMVERCE AND TO PRESCRI BE THE FEE
FOR SUCH TAG TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF A SPECI AL TAG FOR
SUPPCORTERS OF THE SUNFLOWER CONSOLI DATED SCHOOL PRESERVATI ON

COMM SSI ON, | NC., AND PRESCRI BE THE FEE FOR SUCH TAG TO AUTHORI ZE
THE | SSUANCE OF A DI STI NCTI VE TAG DI SPLAYI NG AN EMBLEM DESI GNED BY
THE M SSI SSI PPl CATTLEMEN S FOUNDATI ON AND TO PRESCRI BE THE FEE
FOR SUCH TAG TO PROVI DE FOR A DI STI NCTI VE TAG TO BE | SSUED THAT
DI SPLAYS THE EMBLEM OF THE NATI ONAL AUDUBON SCOCI ETY; TO PROVI DE A
FEE FOR SUCH TAG IO CREATE A NEW CODE SECTION TO BE CODI FI ED AS
SECTION 27-19-47.2, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE

| SSUANCE OF SPECI AL LI CENSE PLATES FOR ANTI QUE PI CKUP TRUCKS; TO
PRESCRI BE THE FEE FOR | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE PLATES; TO AVEND
SECTI ON 27-51-41, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT
VEH A ES FOR WHI CH SUCH LI CENSE PLATES ARE | SSUED SHALL BE EXEMPT
FROM ALL AD VALOREM TAXES; TO AVEND SECTION 27-19-309, M SSI SSI PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORIZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NGUI SHI NG NUVBER
TAGS TO CERTAI N MANUFACTURERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19- 325

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) (a) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon conplying with the notor vehicle | aws
relating to registration and |icensing of notor vehicles, and upon
paynent of the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes
and registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional annual fee in the anmount of
Thirty Dol lars ($30.00), shall be issued a distinctive |license tag
t hat di splays the enbl em of any public university of his choice
| ocated in another state.

(b) The design of the enblens for the distinctive

| icense tags authorized under this subsection shall be determ ned

H B. No. 280
00\ HRO3\ R694SG
PAGE 2



101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133

by agreenent between the State Tax Comm ssion and the governing
authorities of public universities in the states where the
universities are |located. Such other design characteristics and
information to be contained on such distinctive |license tags shal
be determ ned by the State Tax Conm ssi on.

(c) Application for the distinctive license tag
aut hori zed under this subsection shall be made to the county tax
coll ector on forns prescribed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax
Comm ssion within seven (7) days of the date that the application
is made. The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax
col l ector shall be deposited into the county general fund.

(d) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees
that it receives under this subsection into the State Treasury on
the day received. At the end of each nonth, the State Tax
Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under this
section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col lections as follows:

(i) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of the additional
fees collected fromeach distinctive license tag i ssued under this
subsection shall be distributed to the Wrld War |l Veterans
Menorial in Washington, D.C. However, when the anmounts
distributed to the World War Il Veterans Menorial reaches an
aggregat e anount of One Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00),
then Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of such additional fees shall be
deposited into the State General Fund.

(ii) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's
Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(iiti) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(2) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(3) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular

distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 2. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of the M ssissippi Comm ssion for Vol unteer Service.

The distinctive license tags so issued shall be of such col or and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the

M ssi ssi ppi Commi ssi on on Vol unteer Service, may prescribe and
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shal | consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
necessary to di stinguish each |license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this

section shall be deposited into the M ssissippi Comm ssion for
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Vol unt eer Service Fund created under Section 43-55-29.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTI ON 3. Section 43-55-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-55-29. (1) There is established in the State Treasury a
fund known as the "M ssissippi Comm ssion for Vol unteer Service

Fund" (hereinafter referred to as "fund"). The fund shall consi st
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of noni es obtained fromcontributions nade pursuant to Section

27-7-90, and fromthe additional fees collected under Section 2 of

House Bill No. 280, 2000 Requl ar Sessi on. Monies in the fund,

upon appropriation by the Legislature, may be expended by the
M ssi ssi ppi Commi ssion for Volunteer Service, established in
Section 43-55-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to carry out the
pur poses of Sections 43-55-1 through 43-55-27, M ssissippi Code of
1972. Unexpended ampunts remaining in the fund at the end of the
fiscal year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any
interest earned on anounts in the fund shall be deposited to the
credit of the fund.

SECTION 4. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is an

energency nedi cal technician certified under Chapter 59 of Title
41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as an
energency nedical technician. The distinctive |icense tags so

i ssued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax

Comm ssion, with the advice of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Heal t h, Division of Emergency Medical Services, nmay prescribe and
shal | consist of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be
necessary to di stinguish each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. Applicants for the
distinctive license tag shall present proof of their certification
as an energency nedical technician to the county tax collector.
The application and the additional fee inposed under subsection

(3) of this section, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by
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the tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion
wi thin seven (7) days of the date the application is made. The
portion of the additional fee retained by the tax collector shal
be deposited into the county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col I ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such coll ections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the M ssissippi Trauma Care
Systens Fund created under Section 41-59-75.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular

distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 5. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a
resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (4) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane, which license tag nay depict the
sil houettes of a dog and a cat within a heart, and shall be
produced in such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssion nmay

prescribe. The words "I Care for Animals" shall be centered at

the bottomof the license tag, with a silhouette on each side.
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The State Tax Conni ssion shall prescribe such letters or nunbers,

or both, as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (4) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this

section shall be deposited into the special fund created in
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Section 6 of this act.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) nonth
and year license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the |icense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 6. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

special fund to be known and designated as the "Animal Care Fund.”
There shall be deposited in the fund (a) the additional fees
collected fromthe issuance of distinctive |icense tags under

Section 5 of this act, (b) any gifts, grants, donations or
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mat chi ng noney from federal, state or |ocal governnental bodies
and private persons, associations, groups or corporations nmaking
contributions to the fund; and (c) such other nonies as the

Legi slature nmay appropriate or authorize to be deposited therein.

(2) The special fund created under subsection (1) of this
section shall be adm nistered by the M ssissippi Board of Ani mal
Health. Mnies in the special fund shall be allocated and
di stributed by the M ssissippi Board of Aninmal Health to and anpbng
t he boards of supervisors of each of the counties and the
governing authorities of nunicipalities in the state. Monies
al l ocated, distributed and received by the boards of supervisors
and governing authorities (a) may be expended for the operation
and support of county or nunicipal agencies, boards or departnents
that provide food, shelter and care, and/or spaying and neutering,
of | ost, abandoned or unwanted pets; (b) may be expended for the
creation, devel opment or expansion of such agencies, boards or
departnents; or (c) may be donated by the boards of supervisors
and governing authorities to nonprofit groups, organizations and
associ ations that operate simlar prograns. However, priority for
expenditure of such nonies shall be given to spaying and neutering
progranms. None of such nonies nay be expended for euthanasi a.

(3) The M ssissippi Board of Animal Health shall adopt rul es
and regul ati ons governing the proper adm nistration of the Aninal
Care Fund, and establishing guidelines and criteria for the
distribution and allocation of nmonies in the fund, including
qgualifications for those groups, organi zations and associations to
whi ch boards of supervisors and governing authorities may make
donati ons.

SECTION 7. Section 69-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-15-9. The Board of Aninmal Health shall have pl enary power
to deal with all contagious and infectious di seases of aninals as

in the opinion of the board may be prevented, controlled or
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eradi cated, and with full power to make, promul gate and enforce
such rules and regulations as in the judgnent of the board may be
necessary to control, eradicate and prevent the introduction and
spread of anthrax, tuberculosis, hog cholera, Texas and splenic
fever and the fever-carrying tick (margaropus annul atus), cattle
brucel | osi s, anapl asnbsis, infectious bovine rhinotracheitis,
nmuscosal disease, cattle viral diarrhea, cattle scabies, sheep
scabi es, hog cholera, sw ne erysipelas, swi ne brucellosis, equine
encephal omyelitis, rabies, vesicular diseases, sal nonella group,
newcast| e di sease, infectious |laryngotracheitis,

orni thosi s-psittacosis, mycoplasm group and any suspected new
and/ or foreign diseases of |ivestock and poultry and all other

di seases of animals in this state, and the board is hereby vested
with full authority to establish and nmaintain quarantine |ines and
to quarantine by county, supervisors district, parcel of land or
herd. The State Veterinarian shall appoint as many inspectors and
range riders as nay be deemed necessary, and the funds at his

di sposal will permt, and shall delegate authority to said

i nspectors and range riders, to enter prem ses to inspect and

di sinfect livestock and prem ses, and enforce quarantine including
counties, farms, pens, stables and other prem ses.

No officer or agent of the State Veterinarian nmay enter the
actual enclosures of any person except (1) with the consent of the
person |awfully in possession thereof or (2) in the absence of
such consent, with a proper wit obtained as in other cases of
searches and sei zures under constitutional |law. Wen such
of ficers and agents are lawfully on the prem ses, either by
perm ssion or wit, they shall be authorized to inspect the
prem ses and the livestock and ani mals found thereon by entering
t he encl osures and buil dings and they are authorized to check
livestock and poultry found therein for any contagi ous di seases
and take proper action to control or eradicate any such di seases

that may be found. While such officers and agents are perform ng
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their duties hereunder, they shall not be personally |liable except
for gross negligence. The refusal w thout |awful reason of any
person to give the consent aforesaid shall be deened a m sdeneanor
and shall be punishable as for violations of Article 5 of this
chapter as provided for in Section 69-15-115.

The Board of Aninml Health shall adninister the special fund

created in Section 6 of House Bill No. 280, 2000 Requl ar Sessi on.

SECTION 8. (1) Owmners of notor vehicles upon conplying with

the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing of
not or vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and bridge privilege
taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as prescribed by | aw
for private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and ot her
nonconmmer ci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of an additi onal
annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00), shall be

i ssued a special license tag which displays an enbl em desi gned by
the M ssissippi Soil and Water Conservation Comm ssion.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
M ssi ssippi Soil and Water Conservation Comm ssion, may prescribe
and shall consist of such letters or nunbers or both as nay be
necessary to di stinguish each license tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess Two
Dollars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
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State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the special fund created in
Section 9 of this act.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(6) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) nonth
and year license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the |icense tag.

(7) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee

for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
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distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 9. There is created in the State Treasury a speci al

fund to be designated as the "Natural Resources Conservation
Education Fund."” The fund shall consist of such nonies as are
required to be deposited therein under Section 8 of this act; any
gifts, grants or other contributions fromany federal, state or

| ocal governnment or any person, firmor corporation; and such

ot her nonies as the Legislature may appropriate or authorize to be
deposited into the fund. Monies in the fund may be used upon
appropriation by the Legislature, by the M ssissippi Soil and
Wat er Conservati on Comm ssion to devel op, produce and distribute
mat erials used to educate individuals, groups or both, as to the
natural resources of the State of M ssissippi and the conservation
of such resources.

SECTION 10. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state and who is a nenber of G vitan
| nternational, upon paynment of the road and bridge privilege
taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as prescribed by | aw
for private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and ot her
nonconmer ci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of an additi onal
fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this section,
shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor vehicle
registered in his nane identifying such person as a nmenber of
Cvitan International. The distinctive |icense tags so issued
shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssi on,
with the advice of Cvitan International, may prescribe, and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to distinguish each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive |icense tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the

addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
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Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund. The portion of the additional fee remtted to the
State Tax Conmi ssion shall be deposited into the State Treasury on
the day it is received and shall be deposited by the State
Treasurer into the State General Fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi Chapter of G vitan
International. |If there is no Mssissippi Chapter of Civitan
I nternational, then such additional fees shall be deposited into

the State General Fund.
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(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 11. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of

an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
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section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane, which license tag shall display a
wild animal native to the State of M ssissippi and the words
"Wldlife Rehabilitation.” The native M ssissippi wild aninmal
enbl em shall be chosen by the Wldlife Rehabilitation and Nature

Preservation Society, Inc. (WRANPS). The distinctive license tag

shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Conm ssion,
with the advice of the Wldlife Rehabilitati on and Nature

Preservation Society, Inc. (WRANPS), may prescribe and shal

consist of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to

di stingui sh each |license taaq.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive

license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
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col I ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such coll ections as follows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into a special fund that is created in
the State Treasury to the credit of all Mssissippi wldlife
rehabilitation organi zations collectively that hold current state
and federal |icenses. The funds shall be nade avail able at the
begi nni ng of each cal endar year to each wildlife rehabilitation
organi zation on a pro rata basis in accordance with the nunbers of
native wild animals each organi zation has rehabilitated for the
past year. These nunbers shall be based on annual reports
currently submtted to the M ssissippi Departnent of WIdlife,

Fi sheries and Parks, and the United States Fish and Wldlife
Service. It shall be the responsibility of the WRANPS to submt a
final tally of nunbers for each |licensed wildlife organization to
the State Tax Conm ssion before the conm ssion's final

di sbursenment of funds. WRANPS shall further be responsible for
sending a copy of this tally to each licensed wildlife
rehabilitation organizati on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or

reconstruction of highways.
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(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 12. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state and who is a nenber of Al pha Kappa Al pha
sorority or Al pha Phi Al pha fraternity, upon paynent of the road
and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and registration fees
as prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00), shal
be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor vehicle
registered in his nane identifying such person as a nenber or
supporter of such organization. The distinctive |icense tags so

i ssued shall display the G eek letter of the organization and
shall be of such color and design as the State Tax Comm ssion nmay
prescri be, and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,
as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
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by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) The distinctive license tag shall be issued for a
one-year period. The additional annual fee shall be due and
payable at the tinme of renewal registration.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such coll ections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on the distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the Col eman, Al exander, Possner
Foundat i on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on the distinctive license tags shall be deposited into the
M ssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created
pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the

tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
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this section. The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) nonth
and year license decals for each distinctive |icense tag issued
under this section, which will expire the sane nonth and year as
the |icense tag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 13. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of the Mssissippi Sierra Club. The distinctive |license
tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax
Comm ssion, with the advice of the Mssissippi Sierra Cub, my
prescri be and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,
as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be

remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
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date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tine of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be distributed to the Mssissippi Sierra Cub

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund

to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
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reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |icense tags issued under this section.

SECTION 14. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a
supporter of Ducks Unlimted, Inc. The distinctive |license tags
so issued shall be of such color and design as the State Tax

Comm ssion, with the advice of Ducks Unlimted, Inc., may
prescri be and shall consist of such letters or nunbers, or both,
as may be necessary to distinguish each |icense tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
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by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) for each distinctive |license tag
applied for under this section, which shall be in addition to al
ot her taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a
period of time to run concurrent with the vehicle' s established
license tag year. The additional fee is due and payable at the
time the original application is made for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of
renewal registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive
license tag. |If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive
license tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax
col l ector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this

section shall be distributed to the M ssissippi Chapter of Ducks
Unlimted, Inc. If there is no M ssissippi Chapter of Ducks

Unlimted, Inc., then such additional fees shall be deposited into

the State General Fund.
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(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(5 A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense
tag i ssued under this section, the owner nay nmake application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provided by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |license
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |icense tag and the renmai nder shall be
distributed in the sane manner as funds fromthe sale of regular
distinctive |license tags issued under this section.

SECTION 15. (1) The owner of a notor vehicle who has

achi eved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America or
who has received the Gold Award which is the highest ranking in
Grl Scouting as recognized by the Grl Scouts of America, upon
conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and

i censing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and
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bridge privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the amount of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00), shall be privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive notor
vehicle license plate or tag identifying himas an Eagle Scout or
a recipient of the Gold Award.

(2) The distinctive Eagle Scout plates or tags shall be of a
col or and design designated by the State Tax Conm ssion; provided,
however, that the Eagle Scout enblem shall be displayed on the tag
or plate. The enblem shall be affixed during the production of
the license plate or tag. The distinctive Gold Award pl ates or
tags shall be of a color or design as designated by the State Tax
Conmmi ssi on.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags or plates shal
be made to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the
State Tax Conmi ssion. An applicant for such distinctive plates or
tags shall present to the county such witten evidence of the
applicant's rank of Eagle Scout or such applicant's receipt of the
Grl Scout's Gold Award as nay be considered satisfactory by the
State Tax Conmi ssion. The application and the additional fee,
| ess five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a
nmont hly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion and shall be
deposited to the credit of the State General Fund. The portion of
the additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the

State Tax Conm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
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this section to the State Treasurer.

SECTION 16. [WAN1] (1) Public school teachers who own notor

vehi cl es, upon conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to
regi stration and licensing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
the road and bridge privilege taxes, ad val oremtaxes and
registration fees as prescribed by law for private carriers of
passengers, pickup trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles,
and upon paynent of an additional annual fee in the anmount of
Fifty Dollars ($50.00), shall be issued a special license tag

whi ch identifies such person as a public school teacher.

(2) The distinctive tags shall be of such color and design
as agreed upon by the State Board of Education and the State Tax
Comm ssion. The State Tax Conmi ssion shall have final approval of
t he col or and design of the tags.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. Applicants for such distinctive |license tags shal
present to the issuing official proof of their enploynent as a
public school teacher. The application and the additional fee,
| ess five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Comm ssion on a
nmont hly basis as prescribed by the commi ssion. The portion of the
additional fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited
into the county general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Conmi ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall deposit such
collections in a special fund hereby created in the State

Treasury. The fund shall be adm nistered by the State Departnent
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of Education. The State Department of Education shall use the
nmoney in the fund to provide educational financial assistance to
persons who are pursuing educational requirenents necessary to
beconme a public school teacher. Such assistance shall be awarded
based upon such criteria as the State Board of Education may
est abl i sh.

SECTION 17. [WAN2] (1) Owners of notor vehicles upon

conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and
i censing of nmotor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and
bridge privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomercial notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal |l be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
desi gned by the Departnent of Marine Resources.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and
design as the State Tax Commi ssion, with the advice of the
Depart ment of Marine Resources, may prescribe and shall consist of
such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to distinguish
each |icense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the

State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
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State Tax Conmi ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal | be deposited into the Coastal Preserve Account in the
Seaf ood Fund created pursuant to Section 49-15-17.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 18. Section 49-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as fol | ows: [ WAN3]

49-15-17. (1) (a) Al nonies received or obtained by the
commi ssi on under the provisions of this chapter shall be paid over
by the conmi ssion to the State Treasurer and shall be deposited
into the fund known as the "Seafood Fund." All revenues collected
t hrough the departnent, to include, but not limted to, commerci al
saltwater |icenses and taxes, permts, fines and penalties, and
confiscated catches, shall be deposited into the departnent
operating account (Seafood Fund) and expended for the operation of
the departnent, as authorized by the Legislature.

(b) There is established a special account to be known
as the "Artificial Reef Program Account” within the seafood fund.

Any funds received fromany public or private source for the
pur pose of pronoting, constructing, nonitoring or maintaining
artificial reefs in the marine waters of the state or in federal
wat ers adj acent to the marine waters of the state shall be

credited to the account. Any unexpended funds remaining in the
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account at the end of the fiscal year shall not |apse into the
seaf ood fund, but shall remain in the account. The departnent may
expend any funds in the account, subject to appropriation by the
Legi slature, to acconplish the purpose of the account.

(c) There is established a special account to be known

as the "Coastal Preserve Account" within the seafood fund. Any

funds received fromany public or private source for the purpose

of managenent, inprovenent and acquisition of coastal preserves in

the state and noney required to be deposited pursuant to Section

17 of House Bill No. 280, 2000 Requl ar Session, shall be credited

to the account. Any unexpended funds renmnining in the account at

the end of the fiscal year shall not | apse into the seafood fund,

but shall remain in the account. The departnent may expend any

funds in the account, subject to appropriation by the Legi sl ature,

for the managenent, inprovenent and acqui sition of coastal

preserves.

(2) The fund shall be treated as a special trust fund and
interest earned on the principal shall be credited to the fund.

(3) The secretary of the comm ssion shall keep accurate
reports of nonies handled as a part of the permanent records of
t he commi ssion, and the State Treasurer shall furnish the
secretary of the comm ssion such forns as may be needed, and the
secretary shall account for such forns in his reports to the
treasurer.

SECTI ON 19. Section 27-19-56.2, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ CRA]

27-19-56.2. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a duly
sworn | aw enforcenent officer enployed by or in the service of the
state, a county, a nunicipality or other political subdivision of

the state, or who is a retired | aw enforcenment officer who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge

privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as

prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
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trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this
section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag for each notor
vehicle registered in his nane identifying such person as a | aw

enforcenment officer or retired | aw enforcenent officer. The

distinctive |license tags so issued shall be of such color and
design as may be agreed upon by the Executive Commttee of the

M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent O ficer's Association, the Legislative
Comm ttee of the M ssissippi Sheriff's Association, the Executive
Board of the Police Chiefs Association and the State Tax

Comm ssion. The State Tax Conmi ssion shall have final approval of
the col or and design. Each such distinctive |icense tag shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to distinguish each license tag and may, in the discretion of the
State Tax Conm ssion, display the county nane.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. Applicants for such
distinctive license tags (a) shall present to the issuing official
proof of their enploynent or service as a | aw enforcenent officer
by presentation of the applicant's official |aw enforcenent
officer's identification card or a signed and notarized affidavit
fromthe governing authority or chief executive officer of the
agency, county, nunicipality or political subdivision by or for
whom t he applicant is enployed or serves as a | aw enforcenent

officer, or (b) shall present proof that they are a retired | aw

enforcenent officer by presentation of a signed and notari zed

affidavit fromthe governing authority or chief executive officer

of the agency, county, nmunicipality or political subdivision from

whom the | aw enforcenent officer retired. The application and the

addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
three percent (3% thereof to be retained by the tax collector,

shall be remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion on a nonthly basis
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as prescribed by the conm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund.

(3) Beginning with any registration year conmenci ng on or
after July 1, 1992, any person applying for a distinctive |icense
tag under this section shall pay an additional fee in the anount
of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each distinctive license tag applied
for under this section which shall be in addition to all other
taxes and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of
time to run concurrent with the vehicle's established |icense tag
year. The additional fee is due and payable at the tinme the
original application is made for a distinctive |icense tag under
this section and thereafter annually at the tinme of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive |icense
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive |icense
tag, or if the owner retires or resigns fromor otherw se vacates
hi s enpl oynment or service as a | aw enforcenent officer, he mnust
surrender it to the | ocal county tax collector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify to the State Treasurer the
total fees collected under this section fromthe issuance of
distinctive license tags. The State Treasurer shall distribute an
amount equal to Seven Dollars ($7.00) of the additional fees
coll ected for each such distinctive |icense tag issued under this
section to the State General Fund, and the remai nder of such
additional fees collected shall be distributed by the State
Treasurer to the credit of the special fund created in Section
7-9-70.

(5 Aregular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the

tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
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1157 this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) license

1158 decals for each distinctive |license tag i ssued under this section,

1159 which will expire the same nonth and year as the regular license
1160 tag.
1161 (6) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |icense

1162 tag issued under this section, the owner may nake application and
1163 affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |license tag as provided by
1164 Section 27-19-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The fee for a

1165 replacenent distinctive license tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00).
1166 The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shal
1167 be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
1168 five percent (5% of the fee for such replacenent |icense tag and
1169 the remai nder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
1170 fromthe sale of regular distinctive |license tags issued under
1171 this section.

1172 SECTI ON 20. Section 27-19-56.12, M ssissippi Code of 1972,
1173 is anended as foll ows:

1174 27-19-56.12. In recognition of the patriotic service

1175 rendered by M ssissippi ans who are honorably di scharged veterans
1176 who served in the United States Arned Forces * * * —any such

1177 person is privileged to obtain * * * distinctive notor vehicle

1178 license plates or tags for each notor vehicle registered in his

1179 nane identifying his status as a veteran. The State Tax

1180 Conmmi ssion, with concurrence by the State Veterans Affairs Board,

1181 shall develop * * * decals to be affixed to the license tag

1182 indicating branch and period of mlitary service * * *. The

1183 distinctive plates or tags shall be of a color and design

1184 designated by the Tax Comm ssion with concurrence by the State

1185 Veterans Affairs Board.

1186 The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
1187 Commi ssion and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
1188 counties in the same manner as are other notor vehicle |icense

1189 plates or tags. An additional tag fee of Thirty Dollars ($30.00)
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shall be collected by the tax collector for such |icense plates or
tags and shall be forwarded to the Tax Conm ssion which shal
deposit such fee to the credit of a fund to be adm nistered by the
board overseeing the veterans nursing hones in this state for the
benefit of indigent veterans who are residents of such nursing
hones.

An applicant for such distinctive plates shall present to the
issuing official witten evidence of the veteran's service. Such
evi dence shall include a copy of the applicant's DD-214 form_a

Report of Separation fromMlitary Service, a mlitary discharge

docunent, or a witten certification of mlitary service fromthe

State Veterans Affairs Board. The distinctive |icense plates or

tags so issued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly
owned private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons,
recreational notor vehicles and pickup trucks) registered in the
name, or jointly in the name, of the person naking application
t herefor, and when issued to such person shall be used upon the
vehicle for which issued in |ieu of the standard |icense plate or
license tag normally issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTI ON 21. Section 27-19-56.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-56.5. In recognition of the patriotic service rendered
by M ssi ssippi ans who survived the attack on Pearl Harbor and by
M ssi ssi ppi ans who are recipients of the Purple Heart Medal, any
such person is privileged to obtain one (1) distinctive notor
vehicle license plate or tag identifying himas a Pearl Harbor
survivor or a Purple Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive

pl ates or tags shall be of a color and design designated by the
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Tax Conmi ssi on.

The distinctive license plates shall be prepared by the Tax
Comm ssi on and shall be issued through the tax collectors of the
counties in the sane manner as are other notor vehicle |icense
plates or tags. A tag fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00), in
addition to all other taxes and fees, shall be collected by the
tax collector for the Pearl Harbor distinctive tag. Distinctive
tags issued to Purple Heart Medal recipients under the provisions
of this section shall be exenpt fromad val oremtaxes, privilege

taxes and all other taxes and fees. The surviving spouse of a

deceased person who was issued a Purple Heart Medal distinctive

license plate or tag under this section shall be entitled to apply

for or retain such license tag and may conti nue annually to renew

registration for one (1) such distinctive notor vehicle license

plate or tag for as long as the spouse renains unmarried. At the

time of application or renewal registration, a surviving spouse

who desires to retain such distinctive plate or tag shall file

with the county tax collector a sworn statenent that the spouse is

unmarried, and any such vehicle when so reqgistered shall not be

exenpt from ad valoremtaxes and privilege taxes. The tax

col l ector shall forward the additional fee of Fifteen Dollars
($15.00) charged for issuance of a Pearl Harbor distinctive tag to
t he Tax Conm ssion which shall deposit such fee to the credit of
the State General Fund. An applicant for a distinctive tag under

this section shall present to the issuing official either (a)

witten proof that the applicant is an honorably discharged forner
menber of one of the Armed Forces of the United States and, while
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States, was present
during the attack on the island of OCahu, Territory of Hawaii, on
Decenber 7, 1941, between the hours of 7:55 a.m and 9:45 a.m,
Hawaii tinme, or (b) witten proof that the applicant is a Purple
Heart Medal recipient. The distinctive license plates or tags so

i ssued shall be used only upon a personally or jointly owned
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private passenger vehicle (to include station wagons, recreational
not or vehicl es and pickup trucks) registered in the nane, or
jointly in the name, of the person naking application therefor,
and when issued to such person shall be used upon the vehicle for
which issued in lieu of the standard |icense plate or |license tag
normal Iy issued for such vehicle.

The distinctive license plates shall not be transferable
bet ween notor vehicle owners; and in the event the owner of a
vehicle bearing a distinctive plate shall sell, trade, exchange or
ot herwi se di spose of the vehicle, such plate shall be retained by
such owner and returned to the tax collector.

SECTION 22. (1) Owners of notor vehicles upon conplying

with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal | be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
desi gned by the Department of Agriculture and Commerce. Such

enbl ens shall represent specific agricultural comobdities.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such col or and

design as the State Tax Conm ssion, with the advice of the

Departnment of Agriculture and Commerce, may prescribe and shal

consi st of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to

di stingui sh each |license taaq.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee

retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
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general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Conm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal | be deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State
Treasury to the credit of the Department of Agriculture and
Commerce. The funds shall be available for expenditure at the
di scretion of the Department of Agriculture and Commer ce.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTION 23. (1) Any owner of a notor vehicle who is a

resident of this state, upon paynent of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional fee in the anmount provided in subsection (3) of this

section, shall be issued a distinctive license tag, with a choice

of two (2) designs, for each notor vehicle registered in his name

i dentifying such person as a supporter of the Sunfl ower

Consol i dat ed School Preservation Comm ssion, Inc. The distinctive
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| icense tags so issued shall be of such color and design as the
State Tax Conmm ssion, with the advice of Sunflower Consolidated
School Preservation Conmm ssion, Inc., may prescribe and shal
consi st of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary
to di stinguish each license tag.

(2) Application for the distinctive license tags authorized
by this section shall be nade to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmmi ssion. The application and the
addi tional fee inposed under subsection (3) of this section, |ess
Two Dol lars ($2.00) to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(3) Any person applying for a distinctive license tag under
this section shall pay an additional fee in the amount of Thirty
Dol l ars ($30.00) for each distinctive license tag applied for
under this section, which shall be in addition to all other taxes
and fees. The additional fee paid shall be for a period of tine
to run concurrent with the vehicle's established |icense tag year.

The additional fee is due and payable at the tinme the original
application is made for a distinctive |icense tag under this
section and thereafter annually at the tinme of renewal
registration as long as the owner retains the distinctive |icense
tag. If the owner does not wish to retain the distinctive |icense
tag, he nust surrender it to the local county tax collector.

(4) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day collected. At the end of each nonth
the State Tax Comm ssion shall certify the total fees collected
under this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute
such collections as foll ows:

(a) Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
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section shall be distributed to Sunflower Consolidated School
Preservation Conm ssion, Inc.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on distinctive license tags issued pursuant to this section shal
be deposited into the Mssissippi Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn
Center Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(c) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

SECTION 24. [WAN5] (1) Owners of notor vehicles upon

conplying with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and
i censing of notor vehicles, and upon paynent of the road and
bridge privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal | be issued a special license tag which displays an enbl em
designed by the M ssissippi Cattlenen's Foundati on.

(2) The distinctive license tag shall be of such color and

design as the State Tax Conm ssion, with the advice of the

M ssi ssippi Cattlenen's Foundation, may prescribe and shall

consi st of such letters or nunbers or both as may be necessary to

di stingui sh each |license taaq.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county

general fund.
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(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Conm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col lections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shall be to the M ssissippi Cattlenen' s Foundati on.

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, maintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTION 25. (1) Owners of notor vehicles upon conplying

with the notor vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing
of notor vehicles, and upon paynment of the road and bridge
privilege taxes, ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as
prescribed by law for private carriers of passengers, pickup
trucks and ot her noncomerci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of
an additional annual fee in the anmount of Thirty Dollars ($30.00),
shal | be issued a special license tag which displays the enbl em of
t he National Audubon Society.

(2) The design of the distinctive tag so issued shall be of
such col or and design as shall be agreed upon by the M ssissipp
Legislative Ofice and/or the Mssissippi State Ofice of the
Nat i onal Audubon Society and the State Tax Commi ssion. The enbl em

shal |l be affixed during the production of the license tag.
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(3) Application for the special |icense tags shall be nade
to the county tax collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax
Comm ssion. The application and the additional fee, |ess five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax collector, shall be
remtted to the State Tax Conmmi ssion within seven (7) days of the
date the application is made. The portion of the additional fee
retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county
general fund.

(4) The special license tag shall be issued for a one-year
period. The additional annual fee shall be due and payabl e at the
time of renewal registration.

(5) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees into the
State Treasury on the day received. At the end of each nonth, the
State Tax Conm ssion shall certify the total fees collected under
this section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(a) Twenty Dollars ($20.00) of each additional fee
coll ected on special |license tags issued pursuant to this section
shal | be deposited into a special fund hereby created in the State
Treasury for use by the M ssissippi Museum of Natural Science to
fund ornithol ogical activities conducted by the nmuseum

(b) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee collected
on special license tags shall be deposited into the M ssissipp
Fire Fighter's Menorial Burn Center Fund created pursuant to
Section 7-9-70.

(c) The remai nder of each such additional fee shall be
deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund to be expended
solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or reconstruction
of hi ghways.

SECTI ON 26. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
27-19-47.2, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-19-47.2. (1) Any citizen of the State of M ssissippi who

owns a registered antique pickup truck may apply to the tax
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collector in the county of his | egal residence, on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Conmi ssion, for a special antique
pi ckup truck plate to be displayed on such antique pickup truck.

Upon recei pt of an application for a special antique pickup
truck plate, on a formprescribed by the conm ssion, and upon
paynent of the fee as prescribed in subsection (2) of this
section, the tax collector shall issue to such applicant a speci al
antique pickup truck plate on a permanent basis, and it shall bear
no date, but shall bear the inscription "Antique Pickup
Truck-M ssissippi” and shall be valid wi thout renewal as |ong as
the pickup truck is in existence. This special plate shall be
i ssued for the applicant's use only for such pickup truck and in
the event of a transfer of title, the owner shall surrender the
special plate to the tax collector.

Such special antique pickup truck plate shall be issued in
lieu of, and shall have the sane | egal significance as, ordinary
regi stration plates.

(2) In lieu of the annual |icense tax and registration fees
| evied under M ssissippi law, a special |icense tax fee shall be
| evied on the operation of antique pickup trucks. The fee for a
i cense shall be Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and it shall be
i ssued on a permanent basis without renewal. The fee, less five
percent (5% thereof to be retained by the county tax coll ector,
shall be remtted to the State Tax Commi ssion on a nonthly basis
as prescribed by the conm ssion. The portion of the additional
fee retained by the tax collector shall be deposited into the
county general fund. The portion of the fee remtted to the Tax
Comm ssion shall be deposited into the State Treasury on the day
it is received and shall be deposited by the State Treasurer into
the State Ceneral Fund.

(3) For the purposes of this section, pickup trucks
manuf actured nore than twenty-five (25) years ago shall hereafter

be classified as antique pickup trucks and shall be exenpt from
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all ad valoremtaxes |evied by both state, nunicipal, county and
ot her taxing districts.

SECTI ON 27. Section 27-51-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-51-41. (1) The exenptions fromthe provisions of this
chapter shall be confined to those persons or property exenpted by
this chapter or by the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States or the State of Mssissippi. No exenption as now
provi ded by any other statute shall be valid as against the tax
levied by this chapter. Any subsequent exenption fromthe tax
| evi ed hereunder shall be provided by amendnent to this section
whi ch shall be inserted in the bill at [|ength.

(2) The followi ng shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxation

(a) Al notor vehicles, as defined in this chapter, and
i ncludi ng notor-propelled farminpl enents and vehicles, while in
t he hands of bona fide deal ers as nmerchandi se and which are not
bei ng operated upon the highways of this state, shall be exenpt
fromall ad val orem taxes

(b) Al notor vehicles belonging to the federal
government or the State of M ssissippi or any agencies or
instrunmentalities thereof shall be exenpt fromall ad val orem
t axes.

(c) Al notor vehicles owned by any school district in
the state shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(d) Al notor vehicles owned by any fire protection
district incorporated in accordance with Sections 19-5-151 through
19-5-207 or by any fire protection grading district incorporated
in accordance with Sections 19-5-215 through 19-5-243 shall be
exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(e) Al notor vehicles owned by units of the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard shall be exenpt fromall ad val orem
t axes.

(f) Al notor vehicles which are exenpted from hi ghway
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1520 privilege taxes under Section 27-19-1 et seq. shall be exenpt from
1521 ad val orem t axes.

1522 (g) Al notor vehicles operated in this state as common
1523 and contract carriers of property, private conmercial carriers of
1524 property, private carriers of property and buses, all of which
1525 have a gross weight in excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds,

1526 shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

1527 (h) Antique autonobiles as defined in Section 27-19-47,

1528 and anti que pickup trucks as provided for under Section

1529 27-19-47.2, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall be exenpt fromall ad

1530 val orem t axes.

1531 (i) Street rods as defined in Section 27-19-56.6 shal
1532 be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

1533 (j) Mtor vehicles owned by di sabled Amrerican veterans,
1534 or by spouses of deceased di sabl ed Anerican veterans, in

1535 accordance with Section 27-19-53, shall be exenpt fromall ad
1536 val orem t axes.

1537 (k) One (1) notor vehicle owned by the unrenarried
1538 surviving spouse of a nmenber of the Arned Forces of the United
1539 States who, while on active duty, is killed or dies and one (1)
1540 notor vehicle owned by the unremarried surviving spouse of a

1541 nenber of a reserve conponent of the Arnmed Forces of the United
1542 States or of the National Guard who, while on active duty for
1543 training, is killed or dies shall be exenpt from ad val oremt axes.
1544 (1) Mtor vehicles owned by recipients of the

1545 Congressional Medal of Honor or by former prisoners of war, or by
1546 spouses of such deceased persons, in accordance with Section

1547 27-19-54, shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

1548 (m Any religious society, ecclesiastical body or any
1549 congregation thereof shall be exenpt fromad val oremtaxation on
1550 one (1) private carrier of passengers, as defined in Section

1551 27-19-3, owned by it, which is used exclusively for such society

1552 and not for profit. Al notor vehicles owned by any such

H B. No. 280
00\ HRO3\ R694SG
PAGE 46



1553
1554
1555
1556
1557
1558
1559
1560
1561
1562
1563
1564
1565
1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576
1577
1578
1579
1580
1581
1582
1583
1584
1585

religious society or any educational institution having a seating
capacity greater than seven (7) passengers and used excl usively
for transporting passengers for religious or educational purposes
and not for profit shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(n) Al notor vehicles primarily used as rental s under
rental agreenments with a termof not nore than thirty (30)
conti nuous days each and under the control of persons who are
engaged in the business of renting such notor vehicles and who are
subj ect to the tax under Section 27-65-231 shall be exenpt from
all ad val orem t axes.

(o) Antique notorcycles as defined in Section
27-19-47.1, shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(p) Mdtor vehicles owned by recipients of the Purple
Heart as provided in Section 27-19-56.5.

(3) Any claimfor tax exenption by authority of the
above-nenti oned code sections or by any other |egal authority
shall be set out in the application for the road and bri dge
privilege license, and the specific legal authority for such tax
exenption claimshall be cited in said application, and such
authority cited shall be shown by the tax collector on the tax
receipt as his authority for not collecting such ad val oremt axes,
and the tax collector shall carry forward such information in his
tax collection reports.

(4) Any notor vehicle driven over the highways of this state
to the extent that the owner of such notor vehicle is required to
purchase a road and bridge privilege license in this state, yet
the legal situs of such notor vehicle is |ocated in another state,
shal | be exenpt from ad val oremtaxes authorized by this chapter.

(5) |If a taxpayer shall sell, trade or otherw se dispose of
a vehicle on which the ad val orem and road and bridge privil ege
t axes have been paid in any county in the state, he shall renove
the license plate fromthe vehicle. Such license plate nust be

surrendered to the issuing authority with the correspondi ng tax
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receipt, if required, and credit shall be allowed for the taxes
paid for the remaining tax year on like privilege or ad val orem
t axes due on anot her vehicle owned by the seller or transferor or
by the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child. |If the
seller or transferor does not elect to receive such credit at the
time the license plate is surrendered, the issuing authority shal
issue a certificate of credit to the seller or transferor, or to
the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child, or to any
ot her person, business or corporation, at the direction of the
seller or transferor, for the remaining unexpired taxes prorated
fromthe first day of the nonth followi ng the nonth in which the
license plate is surrendered. The total of such credit may be
used by the person or entity to whomthe certificate of credit is
i ssued, regardless of the relative anounts attributed to privilege
taxes or to county, school or nunicipal ad val oremtaxes. Any
credit allowed for taxes due or any certificate of credit issued
may be applied to |i ke taxes owed in any county by the person to
whomthe credit is allowed or by the person possessing the
certificate of credit. No credit, however, shall be allowed on
the charge made for the license plate. Such license plates
surrendered to the tax collector shall be retained by him and in
no event shall such |icense plate be attached to any vehicle after
bei ng surrendered to the tax collector, nor shall any license
pl ate be transferred fromone (1) vehicle to any other vehicle.
(6) |If the person owning a vehicle subject to taxation under
the provisions of this chapter does not operate such vehicle on
t he highways of this state fromthe date of acquisition or, if
previously registered, fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of
the tag and decals to the date on which he nakes application for a
current license tag or decals, he shall pay such ad val oremt ax
for a period of twelve (12) nonths beginning with the first day of
the nonth in which he applies for a current |license tag or decals

under Chapter 19, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The owner
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shall submt an affidavit with an application attesting to the
fact that the vehicle was not operated on the highways of this
state fromthe date of acquisition or, if previously registered,
fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of the tag and decals to the
date on which he makes application for the current |icense tag or
decal s.

(7) Any person found violating any of the provisions of this
section shall be arrested and tried, and if found guilty shall be
fined in an anount double the total anobunt of taxes involved.

SECTI ON 28. Section 27-19-309, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ LH6]

27-19-309. (1) An application for a notor vehicle dealer
tag permt, new or used, nust be acconpanied by a fee of One
Hundred Dol l ars ($100.00). The State Tax Commi ssion shall furnish
di stingui shing nunber tags at a fee of Thirty-five Dollars
($35.00) each and a tag fee of Three Dollars and Seventy-five
Cents ($3.75). A dealer shall be limted to twelve (12) tags at
Thirty-five Dollars ($35.00) each and any additional tags shall be
Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00) each, plus a tag fee of Three
Dol | ars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) for each tag. Provided,
that the application required herein shall have a space on sane
for the inclusion of the sales tax nunber of the applicant.

(2) If a nmotor vehicle dealer is engaged only in buying,
selling or exchangi ng notorcycles, the application for a notor
vehi cl e dealer tag permt nust be acconpanied by a fee of Fifty
Dol l ars ($50.00). The State Tax Comm ssion shall furnish
notorcycl e dealer tags at a fee of Six Dollars ($6.00) each, and
Three Dol lars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) for each tag fee.
Such deal er shall be issued only notorcycl e deal er distinguishing
nunber tags, and the tags shall be displayed only upon a
not or cycl e.

(3) A notor vehicle deal er engaged only in buying, selling,

or exchanging of trailers, semtrailers, or house trailers, shal
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pay a fee of Seventy-five Dollars ($75.00) for his permit. The
State Tax Conm ssion shall furnish distinguishing nunber tags for
such at a fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) each, plus Three Dol lars and
Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) for each tag fee. Such dealer shall be
i ssued only trailer deal er distinguishing nunber tags, and the
tags shall be displayed only upon a trailer, semtrailer, or house
trailer.

(4) A manufacturer or manufacturer's branch, who is engaged
only in delivering to and fromthe factory and | ocated within the
State of M ssissippi, shall pay a fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00)
for his permit and may purchase a distinguishing nunber tag upon
maki ng application to the State Tax Conmm ssion for a fee of Ten
Dol l ars ($10.00), plus Three Dol lars and Seventy-five Cents
($3.75) for a tag fee. Such manufacturer shall be issued only
manuf acturer tags, and the tags shall be displayed only upon those
manuf act ured vehi cl es.

(5) A heavy truck dealer shall pay a fee of One Hundred
Dol | ars ($100.00) for his permt and may purchase, for use in
accordance with Section 27-19-319, distinguishing nunber tags for
a fee of One Hundred Twenty-five Dollars ($125.00) each, plus a
tag fee of Three Dollars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) each.

Such deal er shall be issued only heavy truck tags and the tags
shal | be displayed only upon a heavy truck.

(6) A manufacturer whose distribution or inport conpanies

operate a regional vehicle parts warehouse, distribution or

preparation facilities located in a county wherein U.S. H ghway 51

and State Highway 4 intersect within the State of M ssi ssippi,

shall pay an annual fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for a

pernmt and may purchase a distinguishing nunber tag upon nmaki ng

application to the State Tax Conmission for a fee of Fifty Dollars

($50.00), plus Three Dollars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) for a

tag fee. Such manufacturer shall be issued tags to be utilized by

vehi cl es owned by the manufacturer and which are used by the
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manuf acturer for testing, distribution, evaluation, incentives and

pronotion. The nunber of tags issued to a manufacturer by the

State Tax Comm ssion shall not exceed fifty (50).

(7) Beginning July 1, 1987, and until the date specified in
Section 65-39-35, there shall be levied a tag fee of Five Dollars
($5.00) in addition to the tag fee of Three Doll ars and
Seventy-five Cents ($3.75) levied in this section. Such
additional fee shall be levied in the sanme manner as the tag fee
of Three Dollars and Seventy-five Cents ($3.75).

(8) The nunber of distinguishing nunber tags issued to each
deal er shall be determ ned by the State Tax Commission. In
addition, only those deal er distinguishing nunber tags authorized
and purchased by the State Tax Conmm ssion will be considered as a
val i d deal er distinguishing nunber tag and any tag manufactured by
any ot her neans and held out to the public as being a dealer
di stingui shing nunber tag shall be a violation of this section and
a penalty of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) shall be assessed by
the State Tax Comm ssion, which shall be in addition to any
penalty authorized by law. Display of the tag in question on a
vehi cl e shall be considered prima facia evidence of the violation.

SECTI ON 29. Section 27-19-325, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:[LH7]

27-19-325. Al nonies collected by the State Tax Comm ssion
as proceeds fromthe tax inposed by this article shall be
distributed to the various counties of the state according to the
provi sions of Section 27-19-159, M ssissippi Code of 1972;
however, except as otherw se provided in Section 31-17-127, the
additional tag fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) |evied under subsection
(7) of Section 27-19-309 shall be paid into the State Treasury to
the credit of the State Hi ghway Fund for the construction or
reconstruction of hi ghways desi gnated under the Four-Lane H ghway
Program created in Section 65-3-97.

SECTION 30. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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1718 and after the date House Bill No. 862, 2000 Regul ar Sessi on,

1719 becones effective.
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