M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Scott (17th), Thomas To: Educati on;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 197

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO | MPLEMENT
A FULL DAY VOLUNTARY PREKI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR
FOUR- YEAR- OLD CHI LDREN I N CERTAI N SCHOOL DI STRI CTS W TH SERVI CES
PROVI DED THROUGH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON, HEAD START OR
OTHER CHI LD DAYCARE PROGRAMS; TO ESTABLI SH CERTAIN CRI TERI A FOR
THE PROGRAM TO DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO ESTABLI SH
AN APPL| CATI ON PROCESS FOR SCHOOL DI STRI CTS DESI RI NG TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROGRAM TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO USE AVAI LABLE FUNDI NG FOR GRANTS TO PARTI CI PATI NG
SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS; TO ESTABLI SH A PREKI NDERGARTEN EDUCATI ON PROGRAM
FUND; TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO RECOMMEND TO THE
LEG SLATURE VHETHER OR NOT' THE PROGRAM SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY
ESTABLI SHED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, the term

"four-year-ol d* neans any child who is four (4) years of age on or
bef ore Septenber 1.

(2) To ensure that all four-year-olds have access to quality
educational services, the Legislature finds and decl ares the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Parents have the primary duty to educate their
young preschool children.

(b) The State of M ssissippi can assist parents in
their role as the primary caregivers and educators by providing
services for a full-day prekindergarten programthat addresses
i nstructional, social and enotional needs for four-year-old
chil dren.

(3) The State Board of Education, in collaboration with the
Department of Human Services, shall devel op and inpl enent a
vol untary programto provide services for a full-day

pr eki ndergarten programthat addresses the cognitive, social and
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enoti onal needs of four-year-old children, subject to the
foll ow ng conditions and provisions:

(a) Participation in the program nust be voluntary on
the part of the four-year-old child s parent, guardian or
cust odi an.

(b) The State Board of Education, the Departnent of
Human Services, the State Board of Health, the M ssissippi Head
Start Association and the public and private daycare centers
jointly shall develop criteria for the following: (i) enrollnment
of four-year-old children who have predicted significant readi ness
deficiencies; (ii) qualifications of personnel enployed to serve
the children; (iii) teacher-student ratio; (iv) health and safety
standards; (v) hours of operation of the prograns; and (vi)
provi sions for the transportation of the four-year-old children.

(c) The core curriculumof all four-year-old prograns
must neet or exceed the State Departnent of Education's
preki ndergarten curricul um benchmarks. The curri cul um nust
enconpass | anguage devel opnent, mat hemati cs | anguage devel opnent,

mat h concepts, social and enotional devel opnment and physi cal
devel opnment (fine, gross, sensory notor devel opnent).

(d) To ensure coordination, participating school
districts shall review avail abl e educati onal resources, prograns
and services in order to avoid duplication of public services.

(e) The State Board of Education shall determne a
process for interested school districts to apply for grant funds
in order to participate in the four-year-old program Begi nni ng
in fiscal year 2001, the State Board of Education shall award
grants for at |east one (1) programin each M ssissipp
congressional district, subject to a maxi mum of twenty-five (25)
prograns throughout the state, and in subsequent years, my award
addi tional programgrants subject to the availability of funds
specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature. These
prograns shall be awarded to targeted school districts that are
nost in need of an instructional programfor four-year-old
chil dren who have predicted significant readi ness deficiencies.
The State Departnent of Education annually will determne a

cost-per-child rate that shall be used in funding a targeted
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program and shall collaborate with the Departnent of Human
Services in the determnation of fair market rates for subsidized
child care. The targeted districts will be responsible for

bl endi ng services for children to avoid duplication in the areas
of transportation, personnel, training of personnel, facilities
and child nutrition.

(4) The Prekindergarten Education Program Fund is
established. Funds nmade avail able by the Legislature for the
support and nmai ntenance of full-day prekindergarten education
prograns aut horized under this section shall be deposited into the
f und.

(5) The State Board of Education shall report to the
Legislature on July 1, 2001, and annually thereafter, on the
desirability of expandi ng and permanently establishing the
program

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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